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‘I am victim of hate campaign’ 
‘says Bury fire bomb woman 


POLICE are investigating a 
fire-bomb attack on the 
Bury St. Edmunds home of 
an anti-Nazi group member 
who claims she is the victim 
of a hate campaign by 
National Front supporters 
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POLITICAL SOLDIERS versus 
DAD’S ARMY 


IF THE National Front’s present obsession with things rural and with ‘white 
workers’ has obscured for the moment their undoubted attachment to national 
socialism, it does not appear to have diminished one jot their fondness for the 
Hitlerian notion of the ‘master race’; a notion which excludes not only Aryans, 
but also, as the nazi gas ovens will testify, the weak, the disabled, the mentally ill, 
the elderly — or anyone else who doesn’t fit the Aryan super hero stereotype. 

Take, for instance, the North London Polytechnic boy wonder Patrick 
Harrington. Even before his climb to fame, Harrington saw himself as some sort 
of nationalist action man. On public paper sales he would often appear decked 
out in leather knee length coat and reflector shades, assiduously chewing gum, 
and pounding one leather glove-clad hand into the other. The image has been 
tarted up a little for his court and college appearances, but the self-image remains 
the same. 

On the NF’s annual Remembrance Sunday parade on 11 November, 
Harrington finally lost patience with the ‘misfit’ elements in attendance. Strutting 
up to one elderly member he spat out ‘‘Why don’t you old bastards just fuck off. 
Tomorrow belongs to us’’. For his pains he received a punch in the mouth which 
left him upended in a gutter for the second time in recent weeks. 

Then came the turn of party leader Nick Griffin at a National Directorate 
meeting attended, much to Griffin’s chagrin, by ‘ousted’ former Activities 
Organiser Martin Webster, since restored to membership and the Directorate by 
the High Court. 

Griffin and his supporters proposed changing Directorate election procedures 
so that instead of one-third of its members being elected each year by ballot, the 
whole Directorate would be elected each year by members attending the AGM. 

Webster pointed out the manipulative possibilities (and unconstitutional 
nature) of such changes, but went on to enter a plea for elderly or disabled 
members, or those who might not find it easy to travel to London. They would 
effectively be disenfranchised. Mustering all the erudition at his command Nick 
Griffin replied with the words ‘‘Fuck the cripples’. 

This sort of coarseness is not unexpected coming from the hate-filled likes of 
Griffin and Harrington. What is novel is their apparently new-found contempt 
for older, less able bodied Front supporters. 

Perhaps, in Harrington’s case at least, the Remembrance Day atmosphere got 
to him. Perhaps it dawned upon him that despite the views they hold now, many 
of these older supporters actually had a hand in defeating Hitler in the last war. 

And, perhaps, he sensed that some of them might not be cynically exploiting 
the day in the way that the Front traditionally has, and the way that he, Griffin 
and their ilk certainly were, but that they might genuinely have been there to 
honour those who fell fighting nazism. 

And perhaps that thought is just a little too much for the likes of Griffin and 
Harrington. 
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WEBSTER TO BANKRUPT FRONT? 


ATTEMPTS by the leadership of 
the National Front to fight off 
Webster's legal onslaught are also 
nudging them firmly in the 
direction of disaster, with Webster 
apparently intent on pushing his 
opponents into bankruptcy to win 
his campaign for reinstatement. 


Court proceedings which have already 
taken place have been catastrophic for the 
Front’s Strasserite leaders — Ian Anderson, 
Joe Pearce and Nick Griffin — who axed 
Webster in an internal coup almost a year 
ago. 

First Webster succeeded’ in having 
postponed pending trial, elections to 
replace him and co-plaintiff Michael Salt on 
the party’s ruling National Directorate. 

Then the court ordered his reinstatement 
as a member of the Party and the 
Directorate (though not in his employed 
post as Activities Organiser) pending full 


trial. 

During hearings leading to this latest 
decision, Anderson was told by the judge 
that he could not express strongly enough 
his distaste at Anderson’s behaviour. 

In sworn evidence, Anderson had blithely 
argued that in political parties rule books 
and constitutions were largely irrelevant: 
everyone knows that coups, in-fighting and 
feuding are the order of the day, he said. 
The judge was not over-impressed with this 
contribution to constitutional law. 

(Nor, it appears, is Front ‘chairman’ 
Andrew Brons, upon whom it is rapidly 
dawning that an association with such 
antics might have certain implications for 
his own position as a lecturer in 
constitutional law and government.) 

Costs in the Directorate election decision 
alone are thought to amount to about 
£2,000 but have been reserved for the 
moment pending the outcome of a full trial. 
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come to about £10,000, is so confident of 
victory (and his opponents being landed 
with the bill) that he is anxious to pile up 
costs as high and as quickly as possible by 
pushing for an early full trial, forcing Front 
leaders to take on expensive legal 
assistance. 


He claims that he may be able to ‘‘stick 
them’’ for up to £50,000 at the end of the 
day. 


Obviously feeling confident, Webster 
and Salt both made an appearance at the 
Front’s Sunday morning paper sale at East 
London’s Brick Lane market recently. 
Faced with an aggressive reception from the 
NF’s North London Poly boy wonder Pat 
Harrington, Salt unceremoniously dumped 
him on his behind in the gutter, with the 
immortal words, ‘‘That’s where you belong 
you fucking little poof’’. 
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NF BEHIND EAST 
ANGLIA FIRE BOMB 
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assaulted by a seven strong gang of NF 
members in broad daylight. When the 
ring leader was knocked out by a lone 


One elderly man was 


miner the rest fled. A week later a miner 


visiting the area was ambushed by three 


men. He was beaten and hospitalised. 
One of the attackers is definitely 
identified as a local NF activist. In 
Thetford, ‘NF’ was daubed with paint 
stripper on an Asian’s car. Trouble also 
erupted in Stowmarket. 

But closer to the Front’s 
organisational base in Bury St Edmunds 
things began to deteriorate rapidly. 
Labour Party members passing through 
were attacked by NF thugs. Two men 
were later convicted (Searchlight 113). 
Local youth worker Brenda Shelley was 
helping to organise the Bury Against 
Nazis Group — BANG. She had already 
drawn attention to herself by being 
active in the local Labour Party and 
CND. Her house now became a focus of 
attention for NF raiders. First the word 
Jew, swastikas and stars of David were 


East Anglia has always been a 
good recruiting ground for the 
far right. Ever since Mosley’s 
Blackshirts defied the Courts 
and were sent to prison during 
the farming tithe disputes of the 
thirties, the fascists have been 
able to draw both on the farming 
hierarchy in Suffolk, Norfolk 
and Essex for financial and 
practical support, and, to handle 
the rougher end of the business, 
on gangs of disenchanted 
youngsters, particularly in some 


_ of the London overspill towns. 
_ With no work and very little to 
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who had earlier threatened — 

firmly declined the offer telling . 
she was not into the polities of 
intimidation. 

In October, while her teenage son was 
at home, a fire bomb was thrown at her 
house and it was partially destroyed. 
Eldon Griffiths now publicly called for 
the apprehension of those who 
committed this crime. The local police 
however seem somewhat slow off the 
mark. Weeks into the investigation they 
were still asking people ‘‘who is Martin 
Webster?’’ and ‘‘how do you spell 
nazi?’’. In the meantime the local press 
have given young Mr Griffin space to _ 
declare that his members had nothing to 
do with this act of arson, but if they had 
they would be disciplined. But in the NF 
a criminal record is a recommendation 
for promotion: maybe these ‘political 
soldiers’ will get their first stripes. _ 

On 1 November Ms Shelley, who 
works with young people as a social 
worker, was approached by a local — 
youngster whom she had helped from 
time to time. His face was bruised and 
his nose was broken and bloody. She 
saw to it that he got treatment at the 


For many years top nazis have put in 
the hard political ground work in the 
region. Andrew Fountaine, leader of the 
old British National Party and later 
leader of the National Front, has his 
forestry estate in Norfolk. Peter 
Greenslade, the Odin-worshipping 
warlock of the British nazis, has been 
described as having the strongest magic 
in the far right cults by those nazis who 
have been a party to his ill minded acts 
over the years. He now lives in Hunston 
outside Bury St Edmunds. 


SS Links 


In the post war period men like Alex 
Baron, the British representative of 
‘Natinform’, the neo-nazi international 
contact group which linked former top 


_ SS men to the newly emergent post war 
groups, operated from a base in the _ 
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lives in Bury St Edmunds and who 

turned nasty when the youth refused the 
offer. 


‘Trivial matter 
- Ms Shelley, along with a young girl 
_ who had witnessed the threats and 
_ beating, went to the police and made a 


_ full statement. She told us that the police _ 


seemed to treat it as a trivial matter. 
Only in mid-November did a police 
constable visit Ms Shelley and inform 
_ her that two men had appeared at the 
local Magistrates Court in October 
charged - with threatening — her the 
_ previous July. They pleaded not guilty. 
not told why she had not been 
called as a witness so far and the officer 
was very vague about the whole matter 
saying he was not sure if she would need 
to attend court at all, When Searchlight 
called Suffolk police headquarters they 
were persistently unavailable for 
comment. 
Local CND activists, whose peace 


camp outside Weathersfield on the Essex. 


border was shot up early this year, must 
be wondering if the people behind this 
incident might have been the uniformed 
Italians Mr Griffin drove up with in an 
attempt to join a picket of the base. 
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Holland has become the local Branch 
Secretary of the NF. We can also reveal 
that the Gams family farm at nearby 
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involved in setting up the East Anglia 


Forum in the late sixties and early 
seventies, which paved the way for nazis 
to infiltrate Conservative organisations 
and other groups with strong views on 
race like the now defunct Anglo- 
Rhodesia Society. 

Today a new generation of fanatically 
hard line nazis has grown up. One of 
these is Tony Williams. A Porsche- 
driving rich brat, he has connections 
with many overseas nazi groups and has 
visited the headquarters of the US Nazi 

Party in Arlington, Virginia. Williams 
appeared in the pages of Searchlight 
when he was involved with former 
synagogue arsonist David Thorne in 
trying to establish the ‘National Socialist 


Workers’ Initiative’ here. Thorne also 

lives in East Anglia at Saffron Walden. — 
Williams was already linked to the _ 

Griffin family. Father, Edgar, is a 
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_ Huntingfield is having its barns restored 


and turned into a training centre. A 
training course for specially selected 
Front members took place there 
recently. The way young people are 


chosen is worryingly similar to methods | 
of recruitment for guerrilla and terror 


groups throughout the world. Nick 
Griffin and Joe Pearce tour the country 


speaking at branch seminars. When they _ 
- find a suitable recruit they do not inform — 


the Branch officials but later on make a 
direct approach to the person. There 


then follows a selection process which 
- goes on for some time before they decide — 
whether the person is what they: are 


looking for. 
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McCalden scuppers Carto ‘survival’ appeal 


WAR BETWEEN 
THE REVISIONISTS 





A BITTER war of words has broken 
out in America between the revisionist 
guru Willis Carto, and the expatriate 
British nazi, formerly his right hand 
man, Dave McCalden. 


In a four-page attack on Carto 
distributed to revisionist supporters in the 
US, McCalden alleges that an appeal from 
Carto’s Institute for Historical Review for 
$1,000 per head from its supporters to 
rebuild a headquarters recently destroyed 
by fire, is little more than a ‘scam’. 

His letter claims that: 

@ Carto uses a ‘suckers list’ of members to 
raise funds on spurious pretexts; 
@ that previous appeals have simply seen 
thousands of dollars disappear into the 
coffers of Carto-run operations; 
that one of Carto’s lieutenants has 
turned the Institute into ‘‘a Scientology 
mission post’’; 
and that secret Hitler birthday 
celebrations were organised by a ‘‘gay 
nazi cult’’ inside the Institute, run by 
Carto aide Keith Stimely, but involving 
highly placed veterans on the American 
far right scene. 
McCalden claims to have been prompted 
to circulate his letter by ‘‘people calling me 
up from all round the country asking how 
they should react to the latest ‘appeal’ from 
the Institute for Historical Review’’ for 
$1,000 each from supporters. If it is not 
forthcoming, Carto has warned, the IHR 
will cease operations. 

Clearly intent on spiking this fund raising 
‘pitch’, McCalden describes in detail events 
surrounding earlier begging mail shots from 
the Carto headquarters. 


‘Suckers’ 


In 1969, he claims, Carto appealed for 
$55,000 to pay a mortgage on the 
headquarters of his Liberty Lobby 
organisation, in order to stave off eviction 
threatened by the property’s owners. 
Supporters were not told, however, that the 
building was actually owned by another 
- Carto operation, the Government 
Educational Foundation. The ‘suckers’ (as 
McCalden claims Carto refers to his 
supporters) had paid for one Carto outfit to 
buy the property from another. Willis 
Carto was better off to the tune of $55,000. 
And even then, Liberty Lobby continued to 
pay GEF rent of $6,000 a month. 


McCalden seems particularly bitter about 


the ill-fated ‘reward’ offered by the 
Institute in 1980 for proof of the Holocaust 
— a stunt which earned it lashings of 
publicity. Macalden writes: 

“*T solicited two applications for the 
IHR’s $50,000 reward for proof of the 
‘Holocaust’. I made the first offer to one 
Mel Mermelstein, and shortly afterwards, 
to Simon Wiesenthal. Both expressed 
interest and forwarded notifications that 
they would submit claims. However, 
shortly afterwards, I was instructed by 
Willis Carto to reverse the order of the two 
claims, because Wiesenthal was ‘‘a bigger 
fish’’. I remonstrated with Carto that this 
was unfair and that Mermelstein would 
likely file suit (as he had threatened). Carto 
insisted on having his way, and pointed out 
that if Mermelstein did file suit then this 
would make a splendid vehicle for a 
profitable appeal directed to the IHR 
‘Sucker-list?. To my shame I must tell you 
that I gave in. As a result I am now a 
defendant in a $17 million lawsuit’’. 

Not being an ‘officer’ of IHR, Carto 
himself is not a defendant in the case, but 
for a while McCalden’s legal representation 
was included in the IHR’s defence, until 
McCalden tired of working for Carto and 
split. 


‘Shabby deadbeat’ 


At this point, Carto abandoned the 
‘shabby deadbeat’’ lawyer he had hired, 
and replaced him with someone altogether 
more competent. But at the same time he 
excluded McCalden from the ‘legal 
umbrella’, leaving him to fight his end of 
the case alone. Then, says McCalden, ‘‘just 
to make sure I could not present my side of 
the story, Carto banned me from attending 
Revisionist Conventions ... sent a dirty 
letter to the Immigration and 
Naturalisation Service in a feeble attempt to 
torpedo my US immigration status, and 
had his new lawyer threaten me with a 
lawsuit for alleged mailing list violations!’’ 

Following MaCalden’s departure, Carto 
hired McCalden’s former assistant Tom 
Marcellus to take on the day to day running 
of IHR. But, according to McCalden, 
Marcellus is a dedicated Scientologist who 
regularly hands over a large cut from his 
$30,000 a year salary to the cult, and has 
been trying to convert other Institute 





Marching with the NF ten years ago. Now 
Dave McCalden spills the beans. 


workers into attending Scientology courses. 
Some, he says, have been persuaded to part 
with considerable sums of money. 

Marcellus himself hired an assistant 
called Keith Stimely from Oregon, who 
McCalden claims tried to establish a ‘‘gay 
nazi cult’’ within the Institute, and which 
held celebrations on the anniversary of 
Hitler’s birthday. Says McCalden: ‘‘He 
eventually fell under the spell of H. Keith 
Thompson, an older man who had had 
homosexual affairs with a long list of 
extreme left and extreme right political 
figures, including Francis Parker Yockey, 
Stimely’s (and Carto’s) guru.’’ Yockey was 
the author of Imperium which has achieved 
almost biblical status on the extreme right. 
Thompson, a key figure in the American 
Rennaisance Party in the 1950s, has also 
been closely linked with the efforts of 
former SS General Otto Ernst Remer to 
rebuild a nazi party in Germany. 


Track record 


The sting in the tail of McCalden’s four- 
page missive comes with the disclosure that 
Carto may simply be conning his supporters 
with his current appeal for funds to rebuild 
his headquarters which were destroyed in a 
mysterious fire on the 4th of July. 
McCalden asks ‘‘Why does the IHR pitch 
letter contain absolutely no mention of the 
IHR’s substantial insurance coverage? Does 
Carto think that he will once again be able 
to make two runs to the bank: once with the 
insurance company’s shekels and a second 
time with your hard earned dollars. After 
reviewing his track record ... WHAT DO 
YOU THINK?”’ 
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NO MOORE 


SUITABLY red faces at the recent Left Alive 
festival organised by the Communist Party 
journal Marxism Today when questions were 
raised about the invitation to speak 
extended to Spectator editor Charles Moore. 

The festival of political debate and 
entertainment aimed to involve a broad, 
broad spectrum of opinions and speakers, 
but a number of scheduled participants 
drew the line at appearing alongside Moore, 
whose alarming views on race were 
outlined in a pamphlet 7he Old People of 
Lambeth, published by Roger Scruton’s 
appalling Salisbury Group. 

Several threatened withdrawals 
precipitated a minor panic at the offices of 
Marxism Today, whose editor Martin 
Jacques was, it appears, blissfully unaware 
of Moore’s pedigree. 

In the end, Jacques had his chestnuts 
dragged from the flames by fate itself. 
Nervously ‘phoning Moore to ask if he 
would mind too much not bothering to 
come after all, he was told that food 
poisoning was going to prevent the 
Spectator’s chief scribbler from making it 
anyway. 


* * * 


HANDY GIVEAWAY 


AFTER a five year break, the National Front 
have resumed publication of their Northern 
Ireland hate sheet U/ster Sentine/ — although 
the loyalist audience to which it is aimed 
would be hard put to guess that the Front is 
actually behind it. 

Although in size and style it bears more 
than a passing resemblance to other NF 
publications, U/ster Sentine/ carries not a 
word directly acknowledging that the Front 
publishes it. Only in the ‘News and Gossip’ 
back page column Back Chat is there a hint: 
plugs for anti-freemasonary newsletters 
available from the Front’s Croydon head 
office address. 

But the really eagle-eyed Front spotter 
wouldn’t have to go past page one. There, 
on the masthead, this time grasping a ‘red 
hand’ Loyalist flag, is the same clenched fist 
which you will find on NF recruiting leaflets 
and which led to the exposure of NF 
involvement in an attempt to launch a 
miners’ support group when it appeared 
two months ago on leaflets in East London. 

And talking of Red Hands: supporters of 
Martin Webster in the Front’s ongoing 
Internal Feud Situation have recently been 
receiving death threats from Northern 
Ireland, purporting to come from the Derry 
Brigade of the notorious Red Hand 
Commando. Links between the Strasserites 
who purged Webster and loyalist extremists 
are known to have been strengthened in 
recent months. Both Steve Brady and John 
Field are frequent and regular visitors to the 
six counties, and Brady is once again 
boasting of holding officer’s rank in one of 
the paramilitary organisations. 


* * * 


AVOIDING THE LIMELIGHT 


MUCH mystification amongst researchers 
and investigative journalists in the States at 
the almost total news blackout on Ronald 
Reagan’s unsavoury political connections 
throughout the recent Presidential election 
campaign. 

Only the story of his fulsome praise for 
arch racist Roger Pearson, discovered 
initially by United Auto Workers researcher 
Russ Bellant and published by Searchlight, 
succeeded in breaking through the curtain 
of silence when it was taken up by the Wa// 
St Journal — but by no one else. Anumber of 
other stories, some even more damaging, 
were repeatedly rejected by press and 
television on the grounds that they did not 
want to appear to have it in for a particular 
candidate by digging into their backgrounds 
too far. This argument is thought to have 
puzzled Geraldine Ferarro more than 
somewhat. 

We hope to bring you further stories of 
Reagan’s unsavoury political friends in 
forthcoming issues of Searchlight. 


* * % 


MINER SETBACK 


HAVING failed in their idiotic plan to bring 
the miners’ strike to a close by buying a 
private mine, provoking the miners into 
picketing it, and then bankrupting their 
union in the courts, the Self-Help 
Organisation of Lady Jane Birdwood and 
her sponsor Edward Martell is now hatching 
new (and equally idiotic) plots to bring the 
NUM to heel. 

This time Arthur Scargill himself is the 
target: they have taken legal advice and are 
convinced that he could be convicted for 
criminal conspiracy and sedition. So they 
are collecting funds to bring a private 
prosecution, which their appeal newsletter 
reckons might come to around £150,000. 
“We are not intimidated by such a 
prospect” it thunders, ‘because we believe 
that millions of British citizens will be only 
too eager to back a project which gives 
them an opportunity of vanquishing this 
dangerous man.” 

We shall see. 


* * * 


REMAINDERED IN 
ADVANCE 


DAVID Irving’s tribulations with his 
forthcoming book Churchill’s War continue 
to pile up. Now his American publisher has 
decided against publishing what Irving 
promises will be a controversial tome. 

Doubledays had been reported as having 
second thoughts about handling the book 
ever since his British publisher pulled out 
earlier this year. Now they too have decided 
that Irving's efforts to heap Britain’s 
wartime leader in excrement might be a 
little too hot to handle — although they are 
reluctant to comment publicly on their 
reasons for cancelling his contract. 

All of this, of course, will add to the 


Britische Historiker’s financial discomfort, 
most of which stems from his expensive 
efforts over the last ten years or so 
scrabbling around for dirt with which to 
demolish what he considers to be the 
Churchill myth. As far as he is concerned, 
Churchill was in the pay of sinister forces 
(guess who!) and built up Hitler into a 
bogeyman to secure his own political 
career. It now remains to be seen, however, 
whether or not this novel interpretation of 
history will be exposed to public scrutiny. 


* * % 


BACK UNDER THE ROCK 


AND here’s some good news. 7he Scorpion, 
glossy journal of Michael Walker's 
precocious but minute ‘new right’ is on the 
brink of collapse. 

A begging letter sent out recently warns 
that if the magazine “does not maintain and 
increase its subscription figures it will not 
be able to survive. This will be good news 
for the radical chic, good news for those 
self-proclaimed enemies of Europe who are 
always disturbed by any sign of intelligence 
among the enemies of the status quo”. 

Not just that, Mr Walker: it would also be 
rather good news for democracy, not to say 
bad news for the likes of wanted Italian 
terrorist Roberto Fiore whom you took 
under your wing and under your roof and 
who regularly helps with and contributes to 
The Scorpion under the false name Mario 
Aprile. 

For ourselves, we will not shed a single 
little tear. 


* * * 


| THINK WE SHOULD BE 
TOLD 


SUNDAY Express editor and columnist John 
Junor was in typical form in his paper's 28 
October edition. With characteristic 
subtlety and fairness he concluded a piece 
about the Brighton bombing with the words 
“wouldn't you rather admit to being a pig 
than to being Irish” after speculating that in 
Republican areas like the Falls Road and 
Crossmaglen “glasses have been raised in 
exultation”’. 

Unfortunately the depth of Mr Junor’s 
understanding of Northern Ireland affairs 
became glaringly apparent in early editions 
of the paper where he ascribes these 
celebratory antics to the residents of 
Crossmaglen and the Shankhill Road. It was 
no doubt as a result of furious ‘phone calls 
from loyalists familiar with the Orange 
sentiments of most Shankhill residents that 
led to the reference being altered to Falls 
Road in later editions. Perhaps he'll give it a 
little more thought next time. 

He will, in all likelihood, also give more 
pause for thought in future before he again 
involves himself with the likes of Joan 
Mason’s racist WISE organisation, often 
tightly described as a bridge between 
respectable conservatives and nastier 
specimens on the extreme right. 


* * * 





WHAT THETR PAPERS SAY 


GUTTER PRESS STREET SALES 


The second edition of Reveille has just 
come into our hands. No, this is not the 
Reveille which used to fill its pages with 
pictures of bathing belles and gossip about 
minor show-biz personalities. This new 
Reveille is the newspaper of the Croydon 
Branch of the National Front. A newspaper 
it might call itself, but its four small sheets 
of paper boast little news. And its lack of 
news shows the low fortunes of the fascists 


at present. 

Reveille’s opening shot is a word of praise for 
the French fascists of the Front National, who 
have ten European members of Parliament. This 
sort of success, declares Reveille, is enough to 
refute the apathetic British voter who says ‘I’d 
like to vote National Front, but I don’t think 
you’ll get anywhere’. Nonsense, says Reveille, 
it’s ‘‘now time to stop sticking your head in the 
sand ... Now we are going to get off our 
knees’’. The success of the French shows that an 
unmixed society can be achieved by an assault of 
mixed metaphors. 

At the bottom of the first page a little note 
explains in a sad sentence why the NF did not 
actually contest the Euro-elections. The whole 
business was ‘‘detrimental to British interests’’ 
and ‘‘hence our absence’’. But not the absence of 
the brave French colleagues. The truth is, of 
course, that the British NF would have put as 
many names on as many ballot papers as possible 
if it thought that it might have obtained a 
sensible number of votes. As it is, the fascists 
know that the days of a decent poll in Britain are 
long past. 

October’s National Front News illustrates just 
how difficult it is for the fascists to achieve 
anything in elections at the moment. It faithfully 
reports the results of the NF candidates in the 
GLC by-elections. Since the Conservatives did 
not field official candidates, the NF might have 
been able to pick up a few extra votes. In the 
event, even National Front News is unable to 
find reasons for proclaiming any success. Under 
one per cent was obtained in Paddington, 
although Mark Spong attracted 1.4 per cent in 
Hayes and Harlington. Even in a Bermondsey 
council election, contested by the Conservatives, 
the NF candidate obtained only fifty votes, 
coming bottom of the poll. 

If not much is happening on the electoral 
scene, the energetic fascist must find other 
activities. Some of the activities of fascists 
include matters which are not to be talked about 
openly in the magazines. Others show the 
humdrum nature of fascism at the moment. 

Practically all the papers have reports and 
pictures of newspaper sellers. If the march on 
Westminster has been halted, not to mention 
Mark Spong’s career in local government, then 
the sales of half a dozen magazines have become 
the acme of achievement. Reveille shows us two 
paper sellers posing for the photographer in 
front of Croydon’s True-Form shoe-shop. The 
paper reports that ‘‘paper sales have, to say the 
least, been very heartening’’. 

The fascist paper-sellers seem to have a set 
photographic pose. Short sleeves are to be worn, 
in order to reveal biceps, and a paper is to be held 
at crutch-height, while the seller stares 
expressionless straight at the camera. These 
poses are to be seen in Newham Patriot, another 
local NF magazine. Its editor, Ian Anderson, 
tells us of the exciting life of a Newham fascist: 
“‘The Newham branch of the National Front is a 


very active Branch. Apart from regular meetings 
of the members we hold other regular activities 
including selling the NF paper National Front 
News’’. All in all, concludes Newham Patriot 
‘members of Newham NF lead a full and 
interesting life’’. 

Over to National Front News and more paper- 
sellers and more crutch concealment. In this 
instance, three sellers, adopting the de rigeur 
pose, are accompanied by a flag-bearer with a 
shaved head; the text tells us that this little group 
have sold papers in the centre of Waltham Cross 
for several weeks. Like all the other pictures, we 
never see anyone actually buying a magazine. In 
Croydon we can see the British public crowding 
into True-Form, but no-one asking the grim- 
faced sellers about their wares. 

October’s Spearhead, published by John 
Tyndall in support of his British National Party, 
gives us more insight into the full and interesting 
life of a fascist paper seller. There’s a piece 
written by David Shaw, who appears to be a 
short and overweight member of the master-race, 
but who is accompanied by sleeker, taller 
comrades on his ventures. 

Mr Shaw and chums had planned a sales drive 
in Nantwich, but so many salesmen turned up 
(twelve crutch concealers and Mr Shaw with 
hands in his pockets) that it was decided to 
attempt a really big venue. So the team traipsed 
over to Crewe. Mr Shaw describes how the police 
asked them all to move along, but Mr Shaw, 
pointing out irrelevantly that he had been born 
and bred in Crewe, promised to stay at one end 
of the main square. All the comings and goings 
with the police are reported in detail, but there’s 
not a hint of anyone actually buying a magazine. 
The afternoon culminated in ‘‘refreshments for 
which many thanks go to my wife’’. Even fascist 
wives can lead a full and interesting life. 

With the fascist scene so obviously sleepy, 
BNP Fiihrer, John Tyndall, decided he could 
take an autumn break in the South of Spain. Mrs 
Tyndall, it appears, had persuaded the great man 
to leave his Nordic environment for a couple of 
weeks to travel through France to the 
increasingly darker-skinned parts of the 
Mediterranean. One can imagine Tyndall’s 
reluctance, but travel broadens even the 


narrowest of minds. Even France looked like a 


Fr ad 


John Tyndall (left) in relaxed holiday pose. 


country ‘‘more prosperous and better run than 
our own’’, and Tyndall praises the ‘‘ruthless 
dedication’”’ of the French. In Spain things are 
even better, although ‘‘the heat that prevails 
through much of the day in summer is not an 
ideal inducement to hard work’’. 

Nevertheless, these Spaniards have achieved 
minor miracles; of course, most of the 
achievements owe their origins to ‘‘the rule of 
Generalissimo Franco’’. True, as Tyndall sat 
eating cream cakes in the Spanish cafés he could 
hear ‘‘the worst type of pop music’’, but the 
holiday was not to be spoilt: the music ‘‘does not 
yet dominate the scene and pulverise the 
eardrums as it does at home’’. Instead, Tyndall 
was able to sit in the sun, thinking profoundly 
about the Spanish and the British: ‘“The Spanish 
without doubt look different to us, think 
differently to us and behave differently to us. 
Their language is almost wholly unlike ours, as is 
their manner of speaking it’’. But, on the other 
hand, they don’t have West Indians on their 
2h es 

Mr Tyndall was musing racially on his Spanish 
holiday, even beginning to feel a bit European, 
when he underwent one of those mystic 
experiences which can only be fully appreciated 
by the most refined of racial intellects. ‘I was 
strolling alone through the Spanish village where 
we were staying, appreciating the pleasantness of 
the surroundings and the benevolence of the 
weather while ruminating, as Britons do when 
abroad, on the disagreeable life at home’’. 
Perhaps, after all, a wider European perspective, 
should be adopted, he was thinking. Then it 
happened: 

“Suddenly and to my amazement the strains 
of music came wafting through the streets. It 
was the very last kind of music that I ever 
expected to hear in this quiet Spanish village. 
It was none other than Elgar’s Nimrod! 
Stopping in my tracks I felt an emotion that 
no words are adequate to describe.”’ 
A few bars of British Elgar was sufficient to quell 
the Europeanism of Tyndall’s holiday. And 
sufficient to renew his enthusiasm for the 
continual dream of a Thousand Year British 
Reich and the occasional paper sale in Crewe 
High Street. 











Disturbing evidence has come to 
light of racists attempting to 
organise in schools, amongst 
parents and on estates in Tower 
Hamlets, East London. Letters 
have appeared in the East London 
Advertiser and leaflets circulated 
in some schools by a group 
calling itself ‘Fairplay’. It is 
thought the group may be 
connected to a_= similar 
organisation in Brixton called 
‘Fairplay for Whites’. 


The local organiser calls himself R.M. 
or Ralph Harrison, posing as a 
concerned parent from an address off 
Brick Lane. He first came to attention at 
an anti-racist workshop called by some 
Tenants’ Associations in Stepney. 
Harrison intervened several times to 
argue that white parents were being 
discriminated against. 

He stated he knew of a case where 
after a fight at a school, a white family 
had been evicted from their home. GLC 
and Tower Hamlets Council sources 
confirm, however, that no family has yet 
been evicted on the grounds of racial 
harassment. He also suggested that in 
some schools white children were being 
forced to learn Bengali — various other 
lies and racist misinterpretations of the 
Inner London Education Authority’s 
policy were put about. 


White tenants in 
race hat 


e row 


THOUSANDS of angry white tenants on gta allover he East End 
ve ‘controversial GLC report which brands them 


Te 
2 By Ken Hayes 





RECEPTION” 


Harrison’s objective seems to be to 
nurture the prejudice which many white 
parents undoubtedly have. 

The 2 November edition of the East 
London Ad€ayvertiser carried a_ story 
headlined ‘White tenants in race hate 
row’ in which Harrison, is quoted as 
saying: ‘‘Fairplay is opposed to multi- 
cultural and multi-faith approaches in 
education and the special or privileged 
treatement of ethnic minorities. Whites 
are being swamped in housing and in 
schools, we are treated as second class 
citizens in our Own country...” 

CAPA (Community Alliance for 
Police Accountability) has written to 
local Police Commander Sullivan 
demanding an investigation into 





Helping hand 
for racists 





Harrison’s comments and the 
publication of racist views without 
comment by the East London 
Advertiser, demanding that proceedings 
be taken under the Race Relations Act. 

Local anti-racist parents and tenants 
suspect that Fairplay’s intention is to 
take control of Parent-Teacher 
Associations and then use them as a 


platform for more strident racist 
activity. 
Ken Hayes, the East London 


Advertiser reporter responsible for the 
story when asked by Searchlight how he 
came to write the story, claimed that it 
was written in the interests of ‘balance’ 
— ‘‘there are plenty of organisations for 
black people, why shouldn’t the whites 
get together,’’ he said. 

When asked if he had any evidence for 
his opening paragraph ‘‘Thousands of 
angry white tenants on estates all over 
the East End have lashed out at the 
controversial GLC report which brands 
them racists’? he admitted it was 
‘surmise’ on his part, but claimed it was 
there in the GLC report. It is not. The 
report talked of ‘white power’ bigotry 
where non-whites suffer continual 
abuse, intimidation and violent attacks. 
Mr Hayes said there were 40 estates in 
Tower Hamlets and it stood to reason 
that this must add up to thousands of 
people, in his view. 

He said he attended a meeting of 
Fairplay where there were half a dozen 
white people, all claiming to have been 
harrassed. One case was alleged to have 
taken place on the Stepney Green 
development where ‘‘one white family 
was attacked by Bangladeshis’’. But 
there are no white families on the 
development where Bangladeshi families 
are housed in six five bedroom houses. 

Mr Hayes quite breezily admitted that 
*phone callers to the paper enquiring 
about Fairplay were being referred to Mr 
Harrison’s number. He had not seen or 
checked any membership list of 
Fairplay, and was unable to substantiate 
the slant in his story that thousands of 
whites were organising through 
Fairplay. 

He refused to comment on why his 
paper had not covered several recent 
racist attacks on Tower Hamlets estates, 
particularly the Bethnal Green estate 
where 25 Bangladeshi families are living 
under siege conditions after continual 
racist harassment and beating ups. 

Mr Hayes claims he is a member of the 
NUJ, whose code of conduct says, ‘‘A 
journalist shall neither originate nor 
process material which encourages 
discimination on the grounds of race, 
colon... 











Butcher’s shop 
is bombed 


A heap of rubble was all that 
remained of Khan’s Halal butcher’s 
in Romford Road, Newham, after a 
bomb blast during the night of 
October 30. 

So severe was the explosion that 
a number of buildings on the other 
side of the road were hit, as were 
at least six parked cars. Buildings 
on each side of the shop also 
suffered some damage. 
Fortunately nobody was hurt — but 
the bomb was so large that it must 
be presumed it was meant to kill. 

Searchlight has already supplied the local 
CID with a complete list of local NF 
members and an older, more detailed list of 
fascists from all groups in the area. Two NF 
members actually live in the street where a 
synagogue was destroyed recently and 
others live very close to the bombed 
butcher’s shop. 

The night after the blast the NF’s East 
London region held a rally in the area. On 
an earlier occasion the Front held a regional 
rally at the public library in Manor Park. 
The room had been booked under an 
assumed name — a lesson to Newham’s 
Labour Council to be more vigilant in the 
future. And a local NF broadsheet called 
The Newham Patriot is clearly actionable 
under the Race Relations Act with talk of 
‘niggers’ on all its pages. 

Perhaps the new head of the Anti- 
Terrorist Squad, Simon Crawshaw, would 
like to take this job under his wing. On his 
appointment recently he said that he 
believes terrorism can be beaten. How 
about this case for a start? 


SHAMIR SHAMED 


BY DEATH-SQUAD ® 


MERCENARIES 


Itzhak Shamir, until recently Prime 
Minister of Israel, should be 
holding his head in shame. Earlier 
this year Soldier of Fortune 
magazine, a front for right-wing 
American mercenaries and killers, 
was invited to Israel to attend the 
Second Annual Congress of Free 
World Paratroops, hosted by the 


Israeli defence forces and, in 
particular, by the _ Israeli 
paratroops. 


The political mentality of the Soldier of 
Fortune crew is summed up in the opening 
passages of the report of their visit, where 
one of their number is described as looking 
like Otto Skorzeny in his Fallschirmjager 
jump helmet. So who are these men whom 
the Israeli Government saw fit to allow into 
Israel in a move that is a slap in the face to 
all decent Israeli citizens and Jews 


throughout the world, and a stomach 
turning insult to all the victims of the nazi 
holocaust? 

Soldier of Fortune is a glossy magazine 
published by an American, Robert K. 
Brown. Its supporters have recently been 
exposed both in the US press and in 





a 


Soldier of Fortune. 
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Above: Soldier of Fortune explosives ‘editor’ John Donovan at Masada. Right: adverts from 


Washington as being behind some of the 
murder squads operating in Central 
America. There they work alongside neo- 
nazis and torturers who spit on the very 
idea of democracy. 

Brown was once approached by the 
American nazi group, the National States 
Rights Party, to join a plot to murder 
President Kennedy. Brown turned down the 
offer, but apparently did not report the 
approach to the authorities, and it only 
came out later during investigations of the 
Kennedy assassination. Over the years his 
name has been linked with recruitment for 
the illegal Rhodesian forces and military 
training in the trouble spots of the world. 
He has also acted unofficially as a CIA 
trainer in Central America. The magazine 
is, in fact, just a cover for these activities. 

Alongside their associate, General John 
K. Singlaub, they can call on assistance 
from powerful intelligence agencies and 
military dictatorships throughout Latin 
America. Singlaub helped set up the 
Phoenix Programme in Vietnam for the 
mass murder of America’s political 
opponents. This year he took over from 
Roger Pearson as head of the American 
chapter of the notorious anti-semitic 











Israel's 


Mercenaries at Yad Vashem, 
Holocaust memorial. 


organisation, the World Anti-Communist 
League (see Searchlight 111). 

Among the advisers on the magazine are 
men like Hans Scharff, whom they describe 
as the Luftwaffe’s master interrogator, and 
Mitch WerBell, recently deceased, who ran 
Lyndon La Rouche’s paramilitary training 
programme. La Rouche once said he would 
like to publicly burn to death members of 
the staff of the American Jewish 
organisation, the Anti-Defamation League. 

Soldier of Fortune’s advertising pages are 
another indication of the magazine’s 
nature. Here are found all sorts of goodies, 
such as real human skulls, tapes of Hitler’s 
speeches and nazi regalia of all kinds. 

But the most disgusting item in Soldier of 
Fortune is a photograph of the assorted 
neo-nazis and thugs at the Yad Vashem 
memorial to the Jewish dead of the 
holocaust. It is captioned ‘‘The memorial 
service at Yad Vashem, Israel’s monument 
to the holocaust, brought tears to the eyes 
of the most hardened paratroopers’’. It is 
more likely to have made six million Jews 
turn in their graves. 

Postscript: Soldier of Fortune is already 
taking bookings for next year’s trip to 


Israel. We can only hope the new 
administration will ban such a visit 
forthwith. 
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SYRIA SHIELDING 


EICHMANN AIDE 


A nazi war criminal is living freely 


in Damascus and receiving the 
protection of the Syrian 
Government. Austrian-born Alois 


Brunner was Adolf Eichmann’s 
chief assistant in the 
implementation of the ‘Final 


Solution’ for Europe’s Jews. While 
Eichmann himself must be 
considered the world’s greatest 
bureaucratic murderer, Brunner 
had blood on his hands in a much 
more direct way. 

During the nazi occupation of the Soviet 
Union he served in one of the SS 
Sonderkommandos with the rank of 
Obersturmbannfiihrer. His brutality in 
Minsk and other East European cities built 
up his reputation in the eyes of his SS 
masters and in 1943 he was turned loose on 
the Jewish community of the Greek city of 
Salonika. As a result 46,091 Jews were 
herded off to the death camps which few 
were to survive. Eye witnesses recall him as 
a man to whom the use of the whip came 
easily. He was often armed with a pistol in 
each hand for use against defenceless 
women and children. 

In 1944 he was posted to the French 
concentration camp at Drancy outside 
Paris, where he was in overall charge and 
received the thousands of French Jews 
being sent there for onward transportation 
to Auschwitz. Klaus Barbie, currently 
awaiting trial in France for war crimes, was 
one of Brunner’s best reapers in the 
provincial regions of France as the allies 
landed in Normandy and advanced towards 
Paris. 

So keen was Brunner to fulfil his human 
targets for the gas chambers that as the 
Allies moved eastward he is reported to 
have bribed SS officers, who were all for 
getting out and saving their skins, to place 
the remaining Jews in Drancy in three cattle 
trucks, which were attached to the last SS 
train out of the Paris area. Hardly a soul 
survived that deportation. 

While others ran for cover Brunner 
rushed to Hungary where the Jewish 








community had managed, by the daring 
intervention of Jewish resistance workers, 
to survive into the last months of the war. 
Brunner and Eichmann had been bribed, 
cajoled and threatened with allied 
retribution, but at the end of the day 
Brunner stood by his SS creed and sent the 
Jews of Hungary to their deaths in Poland. 


After the war he was better known to 
those seeking out war criminals than his 
boss Eichmann, because he had not hidden 
behind a desk. 

In 1946 his elder brother, also an SS killer 
squad member, was sentenced to death in 
Austria. Alois himself had gone missing, to 
surface in Egypt in the early fifties with 
former General Otto Ernst Remer. 
Together, and with the help of a third man 
in West Germany, they set up Otraco, the 
Orient Trading Company, which dealt, 
often illegally, in arms. Remer was already 
a wanted man in West Germany for his neo- 
nazi activities (see Searchlight 111). They 
soon moved on to Damascus where 
Brunner made himself helpful to then 
Syrian president Amin Hafez. By that time 
Brunner had adopted the name George 
Fischer, which he has kept until this day. 

Reports say that he worked for Syrian 
internal security and perfected a diabolical 
torture machine for their use. In 1962 he 
was named in connection with a plot to kill 
the president of the World Jewish 
Congress, Nahum Goldman. Brunner was 
alleged to have sent a Lebanese citizen to 
Vienna to organise the plot, but West 
German security agents intervened and a 
number of West German neo-nazis were 
implicated. 

In the summer of 1982 nazi hunters Serge 
and Beate Klarsfeld tried to expose him by 
going to Damascus to ask for his expulsion 
to France where he has been tried and 
sentenced to death in absentia for his part 
in the deportations. Serge Klarsfeld, who 
was responsible for tracking down Klaus 
Barbie, and whose father was one of those 
deported by Brunner, knew that Brunner 
was certainly still in Syria. He was refused 
entry by the Syrian Government. 

Early in 1983 Times reporter Robert Fisk 
visited Damascus to try and meet Brunner 
face to face. Fisk reported that the Syrian 
Government denied all knowledge of 
Brunner or ‘Fischer’. But eventually when 
he managed to make contact by telephone, 
Brunner told him that he had an agreement 
with the Syrian Government to give no 
interviews. 

Brunner lives on George Haddad street in 
a quiet quarter of Damascus. The house is 
guarded round the clock by para-military 
policemen armed with sub-machine guns. 
When he ventures out he is always 
accompanied by armed guards. Some years 
ago he received a letter bomb, posted in 





Above: Alois Brunner. 
Below: Drancy detention camp 1942. 


Vienna, which blew up in his hand. He lost 
four fingers and some say the sight of an 
eye. Today, however, the Assad regime 
appears to take very good care of him, 
notwithstanding claims that he does not 
work for the government. 

Searchlight asked the Syrian press 
attache in London to explain why his 
government is sheltering this war criminal. 

We were told that we must put the 
questions formally in writing for them to be 
sent to Damascus. Although we explained 
that we had a deadline to meet and asked 
him to telex for replies, he insisted that we 
must do things their way. Hopefully we 
shall be able to publish their response next 
month. 

In the meantime his former colleague 
Otto Ernst Remer has become an 
increasingly public figure on the German 
far-right. With a series of articles in the 
neo-nazi press agency outlet, U.N., 
Unabhdngige Nachrichten, he is still calling 
for a renaissance of German patriotism, 
attacking America and urging closer links 
with the Russian people. His group, die 
Deutsche Freiheitsbewegung der Bismark- 
Deutsche, has moved to Munich from his 
small village in the backwoods of Bavaria. 
How much of his support is coming from 
further east and from his old friends in 
Syria is, for the moment, a matter of 
speculation. 
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Update on race 
and politics in 
Britain 

Z. Layton-Henry, The Politics of Race 
in Britain. George Allen and Unwin, 
ISBN 0 04 323027X, £6.95 

R. Miles and A. Phizacklea, White 
Man’s Country: Racism in British 
Politics, Pluto Press, ISBN 
0 86104765 6, £4.95 

It is nineteen years since Paul Foot 
published his hard hitting book on 
racism and British politics; now two 
books, treading over the same ground 
in very different ways, bring the 
shameful story up to date. 

Writing with passion and powerful 
insight, Robert Miles and Annie Phizacklea 
analyse the patterns of racism in post-war 
British politics. Conservative politicians of 
thirty years ago may have been more 
forthrightly racist in their language — 
among the catalogue of quotations is Cyril 
Osborne’s remark, combining racism with 
sexism, that ‘‘this is a white man’s country 
and I want it to remain so’’. But the racism 
of today is just as strong and potentially 
more dangerous, according to Miles and 
Phizacklea. 

From 1962, when the Commonwealth 
Bill restricting immigration of non-whites 
was passed, ‘‘state racism has become a 
reality’’. Labour governments have been as 
willing as Conservative ones to bend to the 
economic pressures of racism and to accept 
the so-called ‘common-sense’ of racist 
assumptions. Gradually the emphasis has 
shifted from panics about ‘immigration’, 
and the ‘swamping hoardes’ pouring into 
Britain, to equally ill-founded panics about 
the criminality of blacks resident in the 
country. 

This latter panic has enabled politicians 
to raise the evil spectre of ‘repatriation’, 
with Powell and the National Front always 
being one step ahead of respectable 
politicians in this dance towards the right- 
wing. A careful analysis of Powell’s and 
Heath’s speeches in the late sixties and early 
seventies leads Miles and Phizacklea to 
comment that ‘‘it seemed as if each speech 
by Powell prompted Heath to endorse an 
even more reactionary, racist policy’’. The 
constant worry, motivating the force of 
Miles and Phizacklea’s fine analysis, is that 
there are several more steps to the right still 
to be taken. 

Layton-Henry’s work may lack the 
radical critique of Miles and Phizacklea but 
he has produced a book which is equally 
useful. With clarity he presents a wealth of 
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detailed information. He is more inclined to 
give Labour politicians like Roy Jenkins the 
benefit of the doubt, and he attaches great 
importance to the pressures of public 
opinion in accounting for Labour’s 
capitulation to the forces of racism. 
However, he is in no doubts about the 
seriousness of Labour governments playing 
the ‘numbers game’ over immigration 
figures: ‘‘The strategy gives the right a 
permanent trump card and also allows the 
battle to be fought on their terms; it is a 
recipe of disaster for the left’’. Layton- 
Henry also argues that Powell set the 
pattern for political thinking on race in 
Britain: ‘“‘Rarely in British history can a 
single politician, excluded from the 
leadership of a major party, have played 
such a major role in policy formation and 
political events’’. 

These two books should not be seen as 
rivals. Miles and Phizacklea have the broad 
sweep, linking political racism in Britain to 
the market forces of capitalism. Layton- 
Henry, a more cautious scholar, provides a 
handy summary of facts and academic 
studies, filling in details briefly mentioned 
by Miles and Phizacklea. Paul Foot now 
has acquired not just one worthy successor, 
but two. 


A French blind 
eye to the past 


Nelly Gutman, The rise of the National 
Front in France. Institute of Jewish 
Affairs Research Report. 


Sometimes you have to wonder if any 
of the lessons of the nazi period — or 
anti-fascist struggles since then — will 
ever be learned by some _ people. 
Reading Nelly Gutman’s myopic study 
of the Euro-election successes of the 
French Front National is one of those 
occasions. 

Her analysis of the sources of FN support 
is useful, showing that trends identified in 
earlier by-election successes at Dreux and 
Aulnay did not accurately portray what was 
actually going on in French society. In the 
wider test of the Euro-elections it became 





clear that that FN did particularly well 
amongst small-business owners and 
managers, along with professionals and top 
executives. 

At the same time they polled well in large 
cities and their suburbs, but not always in 
urban areas populated by, or close to, large 
immigrant communities. In the south they 
received much support from former 
Algerian colonists who have always been 
ready to back the far right. 

Similarly it is interesting that a majority 
of Front voters gave ‘freedom’ rather than 
immigration or law and order as their main 
reason for voting as they did, and that the 
Front had comparatively little impact in 
traditionally right-wing Catholic regions or 
poorer rural areas which have historically 
been bastions of French conservatism. 

Having said this, much of the rest of 
Nelly Gutman’s analysis is dreadful. 
Looking at the position in which the ‘liberal 
right’ is placed by the Front’s success, she 
concludes that it has only two options: 
either to move to occupy political ground 
currently held by the Front, or to agree to 
an electoral alliance with it. Either it 
absorbs them or it absorbs their policies. 

The possibility of fighting racism is not 
even considered. It really is not good 
enough to let mainstream right-wing parties 
off the hook by conceding that they have no 
choice but to make concessions to rising 
racism. 

But possibly Gutman’s view becomes 
clearer when she declares that ‘‘There is an 
immigrant problem in France and petty 
crime is on the increase . . .’? making just 
the sort of association that we are more 
used to hearing elsewhere. And it sits rather 
oddly just before the observation that 
‘“‘overt racism may lead in the longrun... 
to the latent anti-semitism in France being 
flaunted openly.’’ 

Gutman rightly is at pains to show how, 
just because anti-semitism and other 
features of fascist movements are not 
explicitly present in the FN’s manifesto, 
they nevertheless become apparent at its 
rallies and demonstrations, in other 
publications and through the Front’s 
association with other less inhibited groups. 

But it is surely absurd to argue this, and 
then to go on to claim that ‘‘it would do 
more harm than good to compare the Front 
National to a form of fascism or nazism — 
which it is not yet; and in the same way 
making Le Pen or the Front National a 
‘victim’ — whether of legal action or, more 
crudely, of violence — would also be 
counter-productive.”’ 

Precisely why she declines to tell us, but 
instead exhorts us that ‘‘more important is 
that the nauseous implications, rather than 
the literal meaning, of Le Pen’s statements 
should be tirelessly pointed out’’. But what 
are these ‘‘nauseous implications”’ if not a 
discreetly expressed fascism? 

And what are we to make of the state- 
ment that ‘‘unlike the general xenophobia 
preached by the Front National, anti- 
semitism is not used as a political lever. It 
simply forms part of the movement’s 
ideological background’’. Oh that’s alright 
then. Nothing to worry about. Their hatred 
of Jews is only part of their ideology. 
Thank God for that. 


Newcastle United fans have 
become a recruiting target for the 
National Front and British 
Nationalist Party. Newcastle anti- 
fascists say these fascists groups 
have infiltrated sections of their 
fans to promote” racism, 
encouraging them to shout racial 
abuse at black players and on one 
occasion to beat up black people. 

Matters came to head on September 30 at 
the Newcastle — West Ham match when 
West Ham’s forward Bobby Barnes was 
subjected to racist taunts from the terraces, 
mainly the Gallowgate end of Newcastle’s 
St James Park ground, and had bananas 
hurled at him. Police made 43 arrests at the 
match. 

Newcastle’s manager Jack Charlton — 
nicknamed the ‘giraffe’ when he played for 
Leeds — stuck his neck out a little after the 
game — ‘“‘I want our good fans to whistle 
or shout down these idiots, make them look 
the fools they are.’’ But it wasn’t enough 
for Tyneside and District Anti-Fascist 
Association who want a more positive 
stance to be taken by the club. Charlton 
tried to play down the problem by blaming 
the media for ‘‘blowing the whole subject 
out of proportion’. 

Tyneside anti-fascists have written a 
letter to the club warning that its ground is 
becoming a ‘breeding ground’ for racist 
activity, and outlining a plan to stamp out 
racism at football grounds in the North 
East. 


Racist graffiti 


It includes the removal of racist graffiti 
from around the ground, a ban on the 
distribution and sale of racist literature on 
club property and an article from Jack 
Charlton in the club’s programme setting 
out the club’s attitude towards racists. 
Anyone engaging in racial abuse should be 
removed from the ground, it insists. 

The letter has the backing of many 
leading organisations in the area, including 
all parties on the City Council, the 
Northern Group of Labour MPs, the 
regional TUC and Labour and Liberal 
groups on Tyne Wear Council, NCCL and 
local black groups. 

So far, Newcastle United Secretary 
Russell Cushing has replied with a promise 
that racist grafitti would be removed as 
soon as possible. He added: ‘‘Distribution 
and sale of racist literature is already 
prohibited on the property of the club... 
removing people from the ground is a 
matter for the police to deal with as and 
when it arises. Anyone creating disorder of 
any nature is likely to be dealt with very 
severely by the police.’’ 

Tom Burlison, Chair of the North 
Regional TUC and a Newcastle season 
ticket holder, called on players to walk off 
the pitch in protest at the racial attacks in a 
letter to Gordon Taylor, secretary of the 
Professional Footballers’ Association. 
Unfortunately, Mr Taylor commented: ‘‘If 
we agreed to come off when such situations 
arose it would play into the hands of the 
troublemakers.’’ Newcastle Supporters 
Association Chairman Malcolm Dix said 
offenders could be pointed out to the 


When will 
Soccer get 
its grounds 


cleaned 
up? 


by Jon Whitfield 


police. ‘‘The fans themselves can help 
stamp it out. I hope the Geordie fans can 
help flush out the menace before it take a 
real hold.’’ 

The Newcastle Journal ran a story about 
one fan who had been at the West Ham 
match with his son, and actually visited 
their dressing room before the match. 
‘Bobby Barnes was absolutely fantastic 
with my son. He showed him around and 
introduced him to all the players,’’ he told 
the paper. But after witnessing the abuse at 
Barnes during the game, he had threatened 
to tear up £200 worth of season tickets in 
disgust at the lack of action taken by the 
club. 

Earlier this season Newcastle was singled 
out by Portsmouth’s Noel Blake, a black 
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player, as a place with racist fans. Dr 


Suinder Singh Papiha, Tyne Wear’s 
Community Relations chairman, has 
warned that the problem could spread 
unless checked now. Racist attacks against 
members of Newcastle’s Bengali 
community have become a serious problem 
according to a recent investigation by the 
City Council, with many Bengali women 
afraid to open their doors to strangers. 
One article recently published in Bulldog, 
openly on sale outside the ground along 
with NF News, carried two headlines 
proclaiming ‘Geordies are White’ and 
‘Racist louts are alive and kicking’. An 
article goes on to describe a recent visit to 
London when Newcastle supports beat up 
‘black pimps’ in Soho. Another paper being 
circulated reads: ‘‘Proud to be Geordie? 
Proud to be white? If you are, why not join 
us at Chelsea. The reason is they are 
supposed to be the top NF team, top of the 








pe 
Chris Waddle, Newcastle, 
eats banana on pitch to 
show contempt for racists. 





League of Louts but now is our chance to 
put ourselves at the top of the league.’’ 
Bulldog also claims ‘‘White Power at St 
James’ Park is growing fast’’. 

Faced with that, it seems Jack Charlton’s 
response to the abuse at Bobby Barnes is 
somewhat weak. ‘‘There was nothing 
unusual happened on Saturday that I have 
not seen happen all my footballing life. It 
has happened all over the country for years 
and years and I don’t think we should make 
a fuss of it in Newcastle.”’ 

This is the case precisely because leading 
figures in football like Mr Charlton won’t 
get on the ball and take a tough line with 
the racists and fascists inside and outside of 
the ground. 

If they did, and players walked off the 
pitch until the racists had been removed 
from the ground, then we would go a long 
way to solving the problem of the thugs 
who are not interested in football but in 
being racist ‘louts’ intent on their own war 
of hate against black people to the 
detriment of good football. 


Growing menace 


Jack Charlton seems to think that it is 
‘standard practice’ when a black player is 
on the field that certain members of the 
crowd would have ‘a little go’ at him. ‘‘We 
are making too much of it’’ he says. 

And West Ham manager John Lyall 
commented after the Barnes incident: ‘‘It 
doesn’t worry me — it’s part and parcel of 
football.’’ 

According to the police 300 to 400 
Newcastle ‘fans’ gathered near the station 
after the West Ham game in a bid to disrupt 
the visiting fans getting on buses. A youth 
was stabbed, a man was kicked and 
punched in the head with a bottle and 
needed several stitches, and a West Ham 
supporter had a deep cut to his face from a 
stone thrown at fans getting on the trains. 
But Mr Charlton, usually fairly good at 
estimating the opposition, only seemed to 
see ‘a few lunatics’. 

If Mr Charlton and Mr Lyall had made 
much of it years ago, along with others, 
then perhaps the growing menace of racist 
‘louts’ on the terraces and outside football 
grounds would, indeed, now only be ‘one 
or two idiots’ as Jack Charlton puts it. 
Instead, Newcastle anti-fascists are again 
faced with seeking more action from the 
police and the city council, landlords of the 
ground, and the club to stop fascist and 
racist groups using St James’ Park as a 
recruiting ground. 
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FRANCE 


Le Pen builds on 
election success 


In spite of a 2 per cent drop in its 
popularity the Front National of Jean 
Marie Le Pen is doing its best to 
establish a firm toehold on the French 
political scene. With a strengthening of 
its internal organisation and a drive to 
improve its public image, Le Pen hopes 
to capitalise on the recent European 
election successes of the party and 
repeat the performance in forthcoming 
elections. 

A rather ragged outfit until a couple of 
years ago, the FN is fast establishing a 
modern party machine. Appointments of 
regional and local leaders and the setting up 
of a leadership training school are all part 
of their strategy to continue their success in 
elections between now and 1988. 

This will culminate in Le Pen’s 
candidature in the 1988 presidential election 
for which he is already preparing by 
cleaning up his public image, keeping 
constant pressure on the media to present 
him not as a fascist but as a conservative. 

Anxious to remain in the limelight he has 
been busy organising demonstrations for 
one cause after another. Fifteen hundred of 
his supporters marched against the visit of 
Foreign Minister Claud Chayson to Algeria 
for the thirtieth anniversary celebrations of 
the uprising which launched the Algerian 
war of independence. 

Earlier in October he again made 
headlines with his strident support for right- 
wing police trade unions protesting against 
the death of one of their colleagues. 

On the international front Le Pen has 
been establishing contacts with new found 
friends. 

He was in Belgium recently at the 
invitation of Scarebrecke mayor Roger 
Noles. A crowd of 3,000 anti-fascists failed 
to stop the proceedings, but anyway Le Pen 
had laid on alternative arrangements. He 
had approached the Liberal Christian 
Party, some of whose members, 
encouraged by Len Pen himself, have gone 
on to create the Belgian National Front. 

On another occasion in Antwerp he met 
members of the Flemish ultra-right groups 
Were Di, TAK and Diestland Europa. In 
Switzerland, a trip taking in Lausanne, 
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Freiburg and Zurich, ended in Geneva 
where he was the guest of Action Nationale, 
the party responsible for several anti- 
immigrant referenda. 

His visit to Greece ended prematurely 
when he was refused entry by the 
government. He was to have visited former 
dictator Papadopolous in prison. 

In Corsica, with two FN members 
recently elected as vice presidents of the 
regional assembly, the party was able to 
block loans to the University of Corsica, a 
symbol of Corsican nationalism. 

The move is widely expected to worsen 
the already tense situation on the island. 

The Party of New Forces (PFN) which 
before the Front’s rise was the leading 
extreme right party has virtually dissolved 
itself, with one faction joining the FN, and 
CNIP (Self Employed and Small Farmers 
Association) and the other joining the right 
wing student group GUD which itself has 
recently joined forces with the National 
Revolutionary Movement (MNR). This 
party now groups together all the seediest 
elements of the French far right. 

The recent congress of CNIP on 28 
October saw the organisation firmly 
establish itself as an umbrella organisation 
of the far right. 


ITALY 


Fascist admits to 
bombing 


An Italian fascist has confessed to 
taking part in one of Italy’s most 
famous unsolved terrorist outrages 
over 12 years ago. 

Vincenzo Vinciguerra, formerly a 
member of Ordine Nuovo (New Order) has 
admitted he organised a car-bomb attack in 
Peteano, in the Veneto region, in May 
1972. Three police officers were killed when 
an abandoned car they were examining 
exploded in the town centre. 

At first investigations focused on left- 
wing groups but it became apparent that 
fascists had been involved when police 
raided the home of right-winger Carlo 
Cicutini some months after the explosion. 

He had been involved in an attempt to 
hijack an airliner, but at his home police 
found evidence linking him with the 
Peteano outrage. He was suspected of 


having made the ’phone call which 
summoned the three police officers to the 
abandoned Fiat 500 car containing the 
bomb. 

MSI leader Giorgio Almirante has 
recently been prosecuted for aiding Cicutini 
after the attack, paying him more than 
£20,000 to travel abroad for an operation 
on his vocal chords. 

It is still widely suspected that the 
bombing was intended to be seen as the 
work of left-wing groups, contributing to 
the strategy of tension in which the far-right 
was engaged at the time, attempting to 
provoke a military coup. 


Intelligence chief 
grilled over Bologna 
‘leads’ 


The former head of one of Italy’s 
intelligence services has been detained 
by investigating judges for questioning 
about his involvement in efforts to foil 
enquires into the 1980 Bologna railway 
station massacre. 

Petro Musumeci, former head of the 
counter-espionage service SISMI, and Lt. 
Colonel Giuseppe Belmonte are being 
interrogated by Judge Domenica Sica 
following allegations that they deliberately 
arranged diversionary leads during the 
police enquiry into the outrage. It is said 
they may have arranged the testimony of P2 
‘supergrass’ Elio Ciolini who from a prison 
cell in Switzerland described how the P2 
masonic Grand Master Licio Gelli master- 
minded the bombing using Bolivian-based 
European nazi mercenaries working for the 
‘Butcher of Lyons’ Klaus Barbie. 

Further evidence of military links with 
fascist terrorism comes with the recent 
revelations that fascists were trained in an 
American army base in Tuscany. 

Twenty people have been charged with 
conspiring against the state, including ex- 
Colonel Amos Spiazzi, already serving five 
years for similar offences. 

Spiazzi is also charged with heading a 
group which obtained weapons and 
organised safehousing for the terrorist 
Armed Revolutionary Nucleii led by 
Gilberto Cavallini and Guisva Fioravanti, 
which was responsible for many outrages in 
recent years. 

Also charged is Marcello Soffieti, a 
former Ordine Nuovo (New Order) 
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militant, known to have recently been in 
contact with Italy’s most wanted right wing 
terrorist Stefano della Chiaie, and to have 
been a contact for an Italian intelligence 
agency. 

With known fascist Marco Affatigato, he 
is reported to have met two CIA operatives 
in Montecarlo in 1981, one of whom, 
known only as George, arranged training 
for fascists at Camp Derby, a US base in 
Tuscany-Livorno. 





Amos Spiazzi. 


USA 





Louisiana nazis go 
free 


In two separate cases, Louisiana nazis 
have been freed after major charges 
have been dropped. 

In the first case, a nazi supporter and 
former bank robber, Jerry Peters, was 
arrested after a police raid on his Baton 
Rouge home uncovered guns, grenades, 
cyanide and stolen jewellry. Peters went 
free after his brother told the police that the 
material was his. 

Elsewhere in the state, two New Orleans 
nazis, William and James Demick, were 
released from charges concerned with 
telephone calls discussing plans to murder 
black Democratic politician Jesse Jackson 
and a local black couple. They are still 
facing charges connected with a plan to 
blow up a local business. 


Klan face court 
cases 


The Southern Poverty Law Center has 
filed a federal lawsuit on behalf of the 
black citizens of North Carolina 
against the Carolina Knights of the Ku 


Klux Klan. 

The Knights maintain their own 
paramilitary Special Forces and have been 
involved in numerous incidents. Its leader, 


former Nazi Party member Glenn Miller, 
recently won less than 1 per cent of the vote 
as a candidate for the Democratic 
nomination as state governor. His platform 
included the expulsion of illegal aliens, the 
registration of Communists, educational 
programmes to discourage inter-racial 
relationships and the flying of the 
Confederate flag on all public buildings. 
His organisation’s most recent activity has 
been threatening the establishment of 
armed patrols to stop alleged black assault 
of white school-children. 

Meanwhile in Alabama, ten Klansmen 
face charges of violating the civil rights of 
black demonstrators in 1979. The ten were 
at the time members of the Invisible 
Empire, Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, but 
while a number remain active in Klan or 
allied groups, all appear to have left the 
Invisible Empire, still reeling after 
revelations of its leader Bill Wilkinson’s 
role as an informant for the FBI. 


AUSTRALIA 


Fascist leader 
charged 


Jim Saleam, leader of the neo-fascist 
organisation National Action, and another 
member, Peter Coleman, have appeared in 
court charged with breaking and entering. 
Saleam is also accused of receiving stolen 
goods and making a false insurance claim. 
The case is proceeding. 





@ NF MAN HAD KNIFE AT ELECTION 
MEETING 


A National Front official, arrested for attacking 
a political opponent at an election meeting, was 
found to have a lock knife concealed in his shoe. 

David Thomas, (18), organiser of the Newham 
branch of the NF, admitted having an offensive 
weapon, and assaulting an independent 
candidate, Mr George Colerick. Thomas, 
convicted in 1982, for threatening a political 
opponent with a spiked flag pole, was fined 
£150. 

Thomas was one of a group of NF supporters 
who barged into an election meeting for elections 
to the GLC, held in Gloucester Terrace, 
Bayswater. A scuffle broke out when the Front 
election candidate, Roger Denny, seized the 
microphone. Thomas then pushed Mr Colerick 
in the mouth. Police arrived, arrested Thomas, 
and ejected most of the remaining Front 
supporters, so that the meeting could continue. 
(Paddington Mercury 7.9.84, 14.9.84.) 


@ BRADFORD-ASIAN SHOPS UNDER 
SIEGE 


Asian shops on Bradford council estates are 
under siege. Many are protected by steel shutters 
and wooden boards, following a continuing wave 
of racist attacks. 

An Asian couple living in a shop on one estate 
pointed out that none of the other shops in the 
row, all run by white people, had been attacked. 
Their shop is heavily boarded up since the 
insurance company refused to pay for the 
constantly smashed windows and doors. Racist 
graffiti and National Front slogans are written 
on the boards. The couple said there was a 
conspiracy of silence about attacks on Asian 
shops in Bradford, because people feared 
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retaliation if the attacks were reported. 

Asian shopkeepers on other Bradford council 
estates said they faced similar problems, but 
didn’t want to be named in case of reprisals. 
They stressed they got on well with white 
shopkeepers and the majority of the 
communities they served. 

Following two arson attacks on Asian shops in 
Bradford (reported in last month’s Searchlight) 
police have promised a crackdown on those 
reponsible. Chief Supt. Jack Alderson, of 
Manningham police division, said cowardly 
attacks on Asian shops in the city would be 
stamped out. (Bradford Telegraph and Argus 
25.9.84). 


@ NAZIS RECRUIT SCHOOLCHILDREN 


The National Front has recruited schoolchildren 
in Bradford and Salford. 

In Bradford, 50 children walked out of 
Eccleshill Upper School, in a protest over halal 
meat. They were led by three fifth formers who 
called themselves the ‘‘Eccleshill Upper School 
Young Nationalists.’’ Copies of National Front 
News were handed out. 

In Salford, members of Manchester Young 
National Front have made recruiting visits to 
Irwell Valley High School and Kersal High. On 
each occasion, Front members waited outside the 
schools and handed out copies of the NF paper 
Bulldog and leaflets urging ‘repatriation’ of 
black people. 

Labour Councillor David Dow, Chairman of 
Salford’s education committee, said that action 
would be taken to try and prevent the NF 


propaganda campaign. (The Advertiser, Eccles 
27.9.84, Bradford Telegraph & Argus 16.10.84). 


@ COUNCILLOR FOUGHT ON AXIS SIDE 


A Wakefield councillor fought on the side of the 
nazis in the Second World War. 

Councillor John Brightman fought with the 
Royal Hungarian Forces against the Russians. 
He has recently been awarded the ‘Knightly 
Order of Vitez’ in recognition of his war-time 
service, and the Conservative group on 
Wakefield Council wished to congratulate him. 

Labour councillors expressed their disgust at 
the award. Councillor Chris Heinitz said: 

‘‘As far as I am concerned anyone who fought 
along with the Axis in the Second World War has 
the blood of my family, who died in the Warsaw 
ghetto, on their hands. 

‘Councillor Brightman has the blood of my 
family and six million Jews on his hands.’’ 

Following a heated debate, the Conservative 
group withdrew its minute congratulating 
Councillor Brightman. (Yorkshire Post 
11.10.84). 


@ EXTREMISTS PLOT IN BRISTOL 


Members of a number of extreme right-wing 
groups, including the National Front and former 
members of British Movement, have met 
together in secret in Bristol. The main speaker 
was Lady Jane Birdwood, years ago expelled 
from the Monday Club because of her extreme 
views. The organiser of the meeting, Bob Rhodes 
said: 

“The subject of the meeting was multi-racial 
Britain. Our views accord with the right wing of 
the Conservative Party.’’ (Bristol Evening Post 
22.10.84). 
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Questionnaire 





Dear Searchlight, 

| have just had my attention drawn to your 
paragraph in the August issue about my 
questionnaire for the Migrant Action Group. | 
always try to be honest in my answers and | hope 
that you give credit for that. | hope that you will 
print this addition to the information as the 
Guardian did not. 

| have been a constant anti-fascist (and anti- 
racist) since my time in South Africa where | 
began to think about politics for the first time 
because of apartheid. | distributed for many 
months there the anti-racist newspaper snd 
Inkululeku. | took an active part on the left in the 
Cairo Forces parliament and while in India | 
suffered for my protests against black suffering. | 
was a member of the Wandsworth Anti-Fascist 
Committee for some years and supported the 
removal of two Tory councillors who joined the 
National Front. | have spoken at Ridley Road at 
the time when we were denying the site to 
fascist speakers. 

Very little research would have elicited this or 
you could have asked me for information. Yet | 
have to insist that | think that there are too many 
people in this country. | am against any 
organisation which opposes family planning or 
any attempt to bring ANY sort of people into the 
country. | do think that there is a real problem in 
getting help for the Third World and then | am 
sure the pressure to come to Britain will be 
reduced. | am also against the way that religion is 
being used, certainly with CIA encouragement, 
by born-again Christians, Khomeni muslims, 
Strict Jews on the West Bank, and feel that we 
have to try to preserve the culture of democracy 
and progress against all sorts of barbarisms. It is 
true that in relation to the slaughter of animals, it 
was an unnecessary remark but after countless 
letters about seal culling from the animal rights 
groups | felt that there were other things that 
were just worth mentioning. | don’t suppose that 
you agree with all my views but it is one of the 
virtues of our democracy that we can differ 
about things without being rude to each other. 


Yours sincerely, 
Brian Bastin 
Reading 


Harrington 





Dear Searchlight, 
Now that we have had a chance to settle down 
after the High Court judgement of 28 
September, we would like to thank you very 
much for your affidavit on our behalf. Although 
the Judge refused to accept our arguments of 
principle, we are sure that the whole weight of 
the testimony in favour of our position 
influenced him considerably. We are now all 
hoping that the Harrington affair will be resolved, 
but it is still too early to tell. 

Thank you once again for the time and effort 
you devoted to the case. 
Yours sincerely, 
Mike Newman and ten other North 
London Polytechnic lecturers 





Television 





Dear Searchlight, 

Your readers should note that as part of a 
package deal the ITV network has purchased a 
number of German films which are being shown 
at odd hours to viewers in various regions. 

The only one that | have seen so far is entitled 
The Railway Murders and deals with incidents on 
the Berlin suburban railway systems in the years 
1940-1941 when the nazis were at the height of 
their power. At the end of the film there is a 
statement by the murderer which is blatant nazi 
racial propaganda. 
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LETTERS 





Programmes in this series should be examined 
and if their contents offend, viewers should take 
prompt steps to complain to the regional 
network. 

One excuse that has been offered is that late 
scheduling removes constraints that normally 
apply to films shown earlier in the evening. 
Stations should be asked about their procedure 
for vetting films before transmitting them. 


Yours truly, 
David Spector 
Brighton 


Jewish identity 


Dear Searchlight, 

As a long-time Searchlight reader | found the 
page of letters attacking Jenny Bourne and her 
review of That’s Funny You Don’t Look Anti- 
Semitic offensive. The letters were extremely 
antagonistic in tone and content and in many 
ways misrepresented what Ms Bourne actually 
wrote. These letterwriters also claimed the right 
to speak for Jews who oppose those who 
“collude with the ruling ideology in its 
colonisation of different cultures’ and claim to 
be struggling ‘for their right to a dignified, 
discreet identity’. | refuse, as a Jew, to allow 
these people to speak for me and refuse to 
accept their appropriation of Jewish history and 
struggle and their right to determine the 
legitimate boundaries of discourse. 

In fact, Jenny Bourne is specifically refusing to 
collude with the emerging definition of a Jewish 
identity which does collude with the ruling 
ideology of capitalist exploitation, of anti-black 
and anti-Third World racism and which justifies 
all by reference to our history of oppression in 
general and to the Holocaust specifically. There 
is a grave danger in basing a politics which 
claims to be progressive on The Holocaust, 
because we may then fail to recognise the fact 
that racism and capitalism have produced other 
holocausts, e.g. of the indigenous peoples of the 
Caribbean and Middle America and of the 60-100 
million Africans torn from their homes and sold 
into slavery, and therefore drawing the wrong 
conclusions and hence building the wrong 
strategies. 

The Jewish identity referred to by the letter 
writers is far more problematic than their a priori 
assertions of its existence would have us believe. 
| can only approach its existence by judging its 
practice. In Britain over the past two decades of 
escalating State racism — which has legitimated 
the racism which has been the primary engine of 
fascist recruitment — the record of the British 
Jewish community is appalling. The 
community’s response seems to have taken to 
heart the advice offered in the Jewish Chronicle 
in 1965 by Alfred Sherman — propagandist of 
much of the Thatcher regime’s anti-working 
class policies — that Jews should avoid 
associating themselves with the unpopular West 
Indians and Asians with whom Jews had little in 
common and whose unpopularity would rub off 
on Jews who were being accepted into British 
society. In light of this non-resistance on the part 
of major sectors of Britain’s Jewish community 
in the face of vicious assault on the black 
community, the nature and relevance of the 
‘Jewish identity’ about which your 
correspondants write are in question. It is 
interesting to note too that the large part of the 
organised Jewish community in the United 
States has been supporting one of the most 
reactionary and divisive Presidents and 
Administrations in modern American History and 
has been remarkably restrained in its opposition 
to the erosion of the Constitutional separation of 





Church and State which their Moral Majority 
allies have been pushing. 2 

We have to ask why this is so — and why the 
British community has acted as it has. Has it to 
do with the Jewish identity or has it to do with 
the incorporation of the class position and 
interests of large parts of the leadership of these 
communities into that identity. To what extent 
are positions which are no longer progressive 
being justified with reference to that elusive 
Jewish identity? To what extent are challenges 
to this acceptance of exploitation and racism at 
home and racism and imperialism abroad both 
from within the community and from outside 
denied legitimacy by reference to that identity 
itself and charges of anti-semitism. Obviously 
this is not to deny the existence of anti-semitism 
but to fail to confront these questions is to 
legitimate a particular rather than a universalistic 
morality. 

If this Jewish identity has meaning it has to do 
with the lessons learned from the experience of 
oppression. And identity based on the memories 
of oppression without these lessons is an identity 
in which the oppression becomes a talisman, a 
protection against being held accountable for 
collaboration with racism in Britain and in the US 
and with imperialism abroad — _ including 
collusion with repression and imperialism in 
Israel. As the Jewish prayer so eloquently puts it, 
until all are free, none can be free. 

Fraternally yours 

Louis Kushnick 

Lecturer in American Studies, University 
of Manchester 





Controversial 





Dear Searchlight, 

I’m sure you must have realised the controversial 
nature of Jenny Bourne's review and the issues 
raised and that your postbag has confirmed this. 
At the same time, | congratulate you on being 
prepared to enter such a sensitive area. 

There are dangers however. What with the 
previous row over Searchlight’s coverage of the 
NF shenanigans on-that Sabra-Chatilla march, 
you are likely to get flak from two sides. For a 
long time, anti-racists have tried to avoid the 
Middle East and related issues for fear of 
clouding issues here and splitting our forces. 
However, there is a danger that, precisely 
because there has been lack of clear thought or 
discussion, the very things we try to avoid are 
here. We seem to have some people still 
regarding anything pro-Palestinian or critical of 
Israel as ‘anti-semitic’, while another lot — 
apparently including some younger Jews — 
think that recognition of Israel’s faults requires 
them to take a negative view of anything Jewish 
and to drop any concern over anti-semitism. 

Rather than evade the issues we have to face 
and answer them — especially now that Rabbi 
Kahane’s followers have emerged as just the 
kind of movement in Israel that we fight against 
in Britain. 

Unfortunately, while Jenny's piece is well- 
meaning and sincere, it can help generate just 
the kind of confusion we need to eradicate. 

Finally, let me say that | think Searchlight’s 
coverage of the Lebanon massacres and other 
events were a rare oasis of objectivity and 
principle; as well as appreciating the service your 
magazine provides with its factual material on 
fascism and racists, | have hopes that it will 
continue to set an example. “If you can keep 


” 


your heads when all about you . . . etc’. 


Yours sincerely, 

Charles Pottins 

London 

@ We have received many more letters on this 
subject than we would ever be able to publish. In 
closing the correspondence here, we would like 
to thank all those who have written, but whose 
letters have not appeared. 


CARF was previously an independent paper which grew out of the confederation of London’s anti- 
racist/anti-fascist groups. CARF (now produced by a Collective) since December 1979 has had a 
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In support of the GLC’s Anti-racist Year, CARF has launched a media monitoring project, financed by the 
Greater London Council, to campaign against racism in the national and local press. We would like to hear of 
any work already being done by local groups to combat racism in the media. ‘Between the lines’ is being 
expanded to include work done by the project. 


The local London press has not made 
much of an effort to clean up its act for 
Anti-Racist Year. On the contrary, 
London papers routinely turn a blind 
eye to the escalation of racist attacks 
on the streets and in housing estates, or 
report them as instances of robbery, 
‘gang warfare’ or personal vendettas 
instead of attacks — often organised 
— by white thugs on black people. 

At the same time, the press has given a 
lurid and inflammatory prominence to the 
stereotype of the ‘black mugger’ and ‘black 
rapist’, and has tended to accept without 
question the police version of events, no 
matter how much at variance with 
eyewitness accounts. 

Letters pages in local newspapers have 
frequently contained blatantly racist 
material, while many letters critical of the 
way race has been treated in the press have 
been neither published nor acknowledged. 

It would, however, be misleading to give 
the impression that the local press has 
consistently acted to reinforce racialist 
attitudes or has been wholly indifferent to 
racism in its many forms. For there is one 
area where press practice has been strikingly 
different — in the often lengthy reports of 
impending deportations, and the campaigns 
mounted against them. 


Harassment 


Any reader of a local newspaper, be it the 
Deptford & Peckham Mercury, or South 
London Press, or Southall Gazette, or 
Hackney Gazette, or Willesden and Brent 
Chronicle or one of a number of others, 
will be all too familiar with stories of 
protracted harassment and misery — of 
‘illegal’ immigrants being hounded, spied 
upon, thrown into Ashford Remand Centre 
or the Holloway Prison for up to a year, or 
thrown out of the country no matter what 
awaited them at the other end; of families 
being split up, children torn from parents, 
marriages scrutinised by immigration 
officials to see if they are ‘genuine’; of a 
husband threatened with deportation to 
Nigeria because, in the Home Office view, 
he had ‘little to do’ with his English wife 
and three children although he was living 
with them; of a wife threatened with 
deportation to India because the Home 
Office labelled her marriage one of 
‘convenience’ although she was expecting 
her second child. 

The details change, but the central theme 
remains the same: certain people, generally 
black, are not wanted in this country, and 
the Home Office and immigration officials 
will stoop to whatever tactics are necessary 
to search them out and get rid of them, no 
matter what suffering is caused in the 
process. 


By CAROLINE 
TAYLOR 


met She’s gone: 


has been deported to her 
native Jamaica, forbidden 
even to say goodbye to her 
husband. 

As Herman Ricketts, of 
Chisley Road, Tottenham, 
arrived at Heathrow, he was 


Heathrow 


ready to give up everything he 
cocecwoene Near re 


20 years and go with his wife, 
Caroline 
But for two heartbreaking letter from the Home Office 
hours the couple were moved to say that an appeal had been 
from room to room, unable to lodged with the House of 
speak to each other until Lords but was unlikely to be 
finally, Herman, 43, was told beard until after Parliament's 
that she had gone. He did not recess. He was assured that in 
even get the chance to hand the meantime his wife would 
‘over her belongings be allowed home 
Now Herman, with the help ut their happiness was short 
of Neal Huggins from the lived Just four days later another 
Capital Radio Helpline in- letter was sent to Herman's Tot 
ight the Home Office tenham home. He was curtly 
told that the case had been heard 


pledge a ne 


the hearing 


nothing T can do about it, exc 
vgn to 
his wife flown back 

‘There was no defence 
representation ur tr: 


travesty and a cruel 

Herman wandered around 
Heathrow airport all morning 
carrying his wife's suitease. Not 
once was he allowed to see her or 
say goodbye to her 

He would have gone with her 
ut it would have meant giving up 


pt 
to have 


Herman and Caroline Ricketts: justice needed not ‘compassion’. 


No depth to coverage 
of deportations 





Readers accustomed to tales in the 
national media of love, heartbreak, split 
marriages and families caused by the 
clanging shut of the so-called Iron Curtain 
must occasionally wonder where they are 
living when reading the home-grown 
versions. 


Poignant picture 


Take, for instance, the case of Caroline and 
Herman Ricketts, as reported in the 
Hornsey Journal (20.7.84; 10.8.84). 
Herman Ricketts, a British citizen who had 
been disabled in a car accident, married his 
fiancée Caroline when she was released for 
the ceremony from Holloway Prison, where 
she had been held for eight months for 
overstaying her visa. Within minutes of the 
wedding she was back in her prison cell, 
and shortly afterwards she was deported to 
Jamaica. Her husband was not allowed to 
give her her belongings or to say good-bye 
at the airport. The Hornsey Journal made 
no pretence of neutrality in its reports: 
twice it printed the couple’s poignant 
wedding picture, and gave prominence to 
statements made by the worker for Capital 
Radio Helpline, which had campaigned for 
Mrs Rickett’s release. 

Other local papers have been openly 
partisan in their coverage of deportation 
cases, printing photos of happy families 


threatened with separation and bold 
headlines about their personal anguish, and 
giving considerable publicity to the 
campaigns mounted against the 
deportations, especially when neighbours, 
schoolmates, church leaders, MPs and local 
councils are involved. 

There is nothing surprising in all of this. 
Deportation stories make rich grist for the 
‘human interest’ mill, and many reporters 
and editors must be pleased to have the 
chance to demonstrate that ‘compassion’ 
and ‘fair play’ are not totally passé. But of 
equal importance, the campaigns to prevent 
deportations have often generated 
widespread popular support, and the 
papers serve a local interest by giving the 
cases publicity, and increase their sales at 
the same time. 


No analysis 


This is all well and good — publicity is 
essential if the campaigns are to be 
effective. But, regrettably, giving publicity 
to a case and a particular campaign is as far 
as local newspapers are prepared to go. 
They stop short of analysis, and hence do 
not put the harsh treatment meted out to 
individuals in the broader social context of 
the racism which is endemic in British 
society and enshrined in the immigration 
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laws. How many readers of these ‘human 
interest? stories are aware that British 
immigration laws are designedly racist, and 
have encouraged a heightening of racial 
prejudice by giving legal sanction to the 
exclusion of black people and the 
harassment of black citizens? 

The local press has ignored the extent to 
which racism has been made respectable by 
the immigration system. It has cast the 
Ricketts and others in their situation as 
victims of a cruel fate or hard-hearted 
officials and failed to voice an essential 
truth: what the Ricketts need is not 
compassion, but justice. 


BETWEEN 
THE 
LINES 


IN this column each month CARF will 
reproduce racist reportage and 
remarks by public figures. We need 
ell amerelaiealel¢helolar-mr-lale male) ol-mm elena 11 
help CARF get this section going. The 
could be crude, subtle or 
unintentional, but we hope through 
this section to make writers and 
readers more aware of how racial mat 
ters are dealt with. Send to CARF c/o 
Searchlight 


racism 


Cartoon: Daily Mail, 31.10.84. 


Roy Kerridge, ‘an expert on West Indian 
affairs’, on the fostering of black 
children: 

‘Black spokesmen’, believers in a 
mysterious ‘black consciousness’, are 
increasing their hold in_ local 
government. Their aim appears to be 
that of enforcing rigid apartheid . . . Ken 
Livingstone’s famous Anti-Racist Year, 
an encouragement to those whose 
interests lie in a racial power structure, 
seems to have set the seal of officialdom 
on a black movement that is essentially 
no different from the National Front. 
(Daily Mail, 15.10.84.) 
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Nothing special 


The Metropolitan police is soon to 
apply its multi-agency approach to the 
policing of racial violence. Newham, 
Ealing, Greenwich, Barnet and Tower 
Hamlets are five districts chosen to 
‘pilot? Racial Incident Prevention 
Panels. The idea is that panels will 
include police, local authority officers, 
teachers, community relations councils 
and black organisations in a special 
‘problem solving approach’. 


Special structures for black 
people 


There is, in fact, nothing ‘special’ or 
‘problem solving’ about this approach. The 
black community has always been treated as 
a community apart, to be liaised with 
through the community relations structure. 
Community liaison officers have been 
appointed in each district to deal with ‘race 
relations’ — ‘special’ officers with a 
‘special’ responsibility to the black 
community that can be conveniently by- 
passed by regular officers on the beat. The 
point is that the police have never treated 
racism seriously, and it is the approach of 
ordinary officers who do not respond to 
racist attacks, treat the victims as the 
aggressor or question them as to their 
immigration status, that needs to be 
challenged. 


Liaison with councils 


One particular brief of these new panels will 
be to liaise with local authorities. But what 
sort of dialogue will this be when neither 
institution recognises its racist practices? 
Ealing council, for instance (one of the 
areas in question), recently refused to take 





An increasing number of schools 
have been inviting the assistance of 
police detectives in solving so-called 
behaviour problems among their 
pupils. 

For instance, in July 1983, a 11-year- 
old black Chingford boy was detained 
by police who subsequently falsely 
charged him on the basis of information 
obtained from his personal school 
records. In November of the same year, 
a student was arrested at Tottenham 
College of Technology, despite ILEA 
recommendations that when it was 
necessary to interview a young person of 
school age, this should take place in the 
home with the parent/guardian present. 

A particularly disturbing incident 
happened at St Paul’s & All Hallows 
School in Tottenham in April of this 





SCHOOLS: 


agency 


part in a GLC inquiry into racist 
harassment on the grounds that it was ‘‘a 
load of old codswallop’’ (Conservative 
councillor Robert Hether) and they ‘‘did 
not want to talk up the possibility of racial 
violence’? (leader of the council, Ken 
Kettle). 

The situation in Tower Hamlets is no 
better. Tenants on the Bethnal Green Estate 
have been subjected nightly to three months 
of racist violence from gangs of up to 50 
youths (when the first Bengali family 
arrived, several years ago they were greeted 
by a barricade of white tenants tipped-of of 
their arrival by a Tower Hamlets housing 
officer). Bengali families on this estate live 
in appalling conditions, totally isolated 
from one another and many without a 
phone. The council and the police have 
been urged to do something about it, but 
they simply don’t want to know. 

The point is that many racist attacks that 
occur on housing estates could be prevented 
if local authority housing departments were 
forced to examine their allocation policies, 
took a firm stance against the perpetrators 
of racist attacks, and offered practical 
support to the victims of racist violence. 
But these things rarely happen. And when 
they do, anti-racist practices tend to remain 
at policy level, failing to alter the racism of 
council employees who have the power to 
act out their racism and determine the 
quality of black people’s lives. 

Racial Incident Prevention Panels, far 
from being a ‘problem solving approach’ 
will make the situation worse. The regular 
officer will not see racist attacks as his or 
her responsibility, but as a problem for the 
Racial Incident Prevention Panel. The units 


Don’t call 
e e 

police in 
year. The headmistress called in the 
police to talk to four black infants aged 
between four and six because she 
suspected that they had money on them 
that they shouldn’t have had (see 
Searchlight, June 1984, no. 108). 
Subsequently, the Haringey Black 
Pressure Group on Education, who say 
that protestations of ignorance on the 
part of teachers at the school is no 
excuse for allowing indiscriminate police 
intervention, have taken up the case. 
They organised a public meeting and a 
picket outside the school. 

















@For further information, please 
contact the Haringey Black Pressure 
Group on Education, 5 Annexe B, 
Tottenham Town Hall, Town Hall 
Approach Rd., N15. Tel: 01-801-2837. 


about the multi- 


approach 


may serve another function too, in line with 
the general information-gathering and 
surveillance ethos of the multi-agency 
approach. 


A new unit to monitor 
‘racialism’ 

The idea for a ‘racialism unit’ to monitor 
racist activity was originally put forward by 
David Keys, secretary of the Joint 
Committee Against Racism, who in 1981 
pressed the Home Secretary to carry out a 
survey on racist attacks. This survey, far 
from reporting on racism, managed to 
reduce racist activity to the phenomenon of 
inter-racial crime, i.e. attacks by one ethnic 
group on another. Since then, the police 
and the Home Office, have been juggling 
with statistics in order to prove that West 
Indians are the main instigators of attacks 
on Asians, thereby deflecting attention 
away from white racism. 

David Keys, writing in Police Review 
(30.10.81), advocated the creation of 
specialist squads with the sole responsibility 
of investigating racial offences and building 






A campaign to co-ordinate the 
fightback against the growing tide 
of racist attacks in East and South 
East London was launched at a 
conference in October by the 
recently formed East London 
Campaign Against Racist Attacks 
and Police Harassment 
(ELCARAPH). 

Among the organising groups were: 
Newham Monitoring Project, 
Greenwich Action Campaign Against 


Racist Attacks, Tower Hamlets 
Community Alliance for Police 
Accountability, Hackney Police 


Monitoring Group, Federation of 
Bangladeshi Youth Organisations and 
groups from Islington and Waltham 
Forest. 


Streets 


Speakers outlined the increasing number 
of attacks coupled with police apathy, 
escalating deportations and an 
intensification of racism at state and 
local council levels, emphasising again 
and again the need to move the fight 
against racism back onto the streets. 
Workshops thrashed out some 
common strategies for building up 
organisations able to defend our 





East London campaign 
against racism launched 





up information on the community. (Will 
these squads investigate the activities of the 
NF or the BNP?) Whilst Keys stated that 
liaison with the community was essential, 
he did not see it as the main function of 
such panels. Squads should be trained in 
CID work, he said, and resemble the drugs 
or other special investigative squads. 

Specialist squads, like the SPG and the 
IIIU (which was formed in 1973 at the same 
time as the drugs squad), have been used to 
spearhead operations against black people, 
and to gather information on them. The 
activities of a unit or a squad to monitor 
racialism will, we believe, be no different. 
Whereas police might appear to be serious 
about targetting racial violence in the initial 
stages, taking in moderate ethnic leaders in 
the process, their long-term purpose could 
be less favourable to black people. 

A foretaste of their activities was 
witnessed in Tower Hamlets in May 
(ironically, at the same time as Scotland 
Yard announced that the first pilot scheme 
would be set up there). The Federation of 
Bangladeshi Youth Workers went to visit 
the victims of a racist attack on a particular 
estate. When they went to leave, they found 
that the police had blocked off their exit. 
The driver of the minibus was taken away 
and interrogated and the bus searched for 
weapons. 








communities against racist attacks and 
various working groups were set up to 
mobilise against racist and fascist 
activity. 






Siege 


Since the conference ELCARAPH has 
been involved in organising and 
supporting the massive Newham 7 
Defence Campaign picket against two 
racist pubs — the Duke of Edinburgh 
and the Queens in Upton Park. And it 
has given support to the community 
defence of an estate in Tower Hamlets 
where a small group of Bangladeshi 
families have been living under siege 
from racist attacks and harassment. 

It has now begun to consolidate the 
work of building a mass anti-racist 
movement in East London — the 
principle has been established of anti- 
racists and anti-fascists moving out of 
their own areas to support other 
campaigns. 




















@ ELCARAPH urges anti-racists and 
anti-fascists to affiliate to the campaign 
and get as many organisations as 
possible to affiliate — money is 
desperately needed. It can be contacted 
through PO Box 273, Forest Gate, 
London E7. 











Flying 
Squad! 


How often do you read in the paper (or 
for that matter see on TV) stories 
about policemen who, patrolling their 
beat at night, accidentally stumble 
upon criminals and apprehend them at 
great personal risk? Pictures of injured 
officers often appear in the local press. 
Several months later, their picture 
appears again. This time, however, the 
officer is receiving a medal, or special 
commendation from Sir Kenneth 
Newman, for excessive bravery in the 
course of duty. 

Have you ever stopped to consider 
whether these stories are a true rendering of 
events? According to the Hackney Police 
Monitoring Group, one such story, that 
appeared recently in the Hackney Gazette, 
is a total distortion of a series of events that 
occurred on 17 October that led to PC 
Mark Pridham sustaining serious injuries to 
spine and stomach. 

On 19 October an article appeared in the 
Hackney Gazette entitled “PC Hurt in 
Rooftop Drama’’. ‘‘A young policeman 
cheated death’’, the article says, ‘‘when he 
plunged 30 feet during a rooftop chase.’ PC 
Mark Pridham was patrolling his beat in 
Lower Clapton Road when he spotted a 
burglar prowling on the roof of a 
warehouse. This young copper, we are told, 
fell through a skylight when trying to 
apprehend the criminal. 

The Hackney Police Monitoring Group 
has an entirely different tale to tell, based 
on its own eyewitness accounts. In a letter 
sent to the Hackney Gazette, it explains 
that at approximately 9pm on the 17 
October a helicopter was seen flying over 
Hackney, spinning round in circles, 
directing a beam of light in the area 
surrounding Lower Clapham Road, and 
making a great deal of noise. The mortuary 
near Lower Clapham Road was surrounded 
by police. After a time, the police presence 
seemed to ease, but at approximately 11pm 
it escalated yet again. A youth appeared on 
the rooftop. No apparent attempt was 
made to reason with the boy — or ask him 
to come down. Then PC Mark Pridham 
and other officers decided to risk life and 
limb by climbing on to the roof, which 
could not, if they had only reflected, bear 
their weight. When PC Pridham fell, other 
officers got visibly aggressive and were 
heard to shout ‘‘jump nigger’. 

Was this massive operation justified in 
the fight against crime? asks Hackney 
Police Monitoring Group. What 
horrendous crime had this youth committed 
to justify it? When the boy was taken down 


| from the roof, he was too petrified to speak 


— hardly the behaviour of a hardened 
criminal. 

In repsonse to the Hackney Police 
Monitoring Group’s complaint, the police 
have issued a statement which, although 
critical of the group’s ‘‘unwarranted 
criticism’’ of their actions, in no way 


Tepudiates its version of events. 
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A monthly non-evaluative account 
of racist activity drawn from the 
IRR’s press cuttings of national and 
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RACIAL VIOLENCE 





Arson attack on shop 


A fire which destroyed almost the entire stock of 
an Asian-owned grocer’s shop in Lower Clapton, 
east London, may have had a racial motive. 
(Hackney Gazette 30.10.84.) 


Attacks increase in Sheffield 


The Asian Youth Movement in Sheffield says 
there has been a dramatic increase in the number 
of racist attacks in the city. Over the last three 
months, two Asian youths have been attacked, 
racist graffiti has appeared on Asian homes and 
restaurants and shops have been attacked. 
Raiders also broke into and desecrated the 
Krishna temple. Police deny claims of a rise in 
racist attacks but admit that the crime rate has 
recently been high. (New Life 12.10.84.) 


Self-defence — no charges 


A Chinese restaurant owner and his son were 
cleared of charges of causing grievous bodily 
harm after defending themselves when a gang of 
racists abused and attacked them. Sung Chan 
defended himself with a stick after some of the 
youths become rowdy, but the stick was grabbed 
from him and, in the ensuing scuffle, one of the 
youths was wounded in the eye. Four youths 
were bound over and the case of another was 
adjourned. (Asian Times 12.10.84.) 


Council concerned about attacks 


The leader of Bradford Council is so ‘alarmed’ 
by the increase in racist attacks on Asians that he 
has written to West Yorkshire’s Chief Constable. 
Councillor Ronnie Farley feels sure the attacks 
cannot be random and he has urged Asians to 
report any incidents to the police. He has pledged 
the council’s help in ensuring there is no 
repetition of the attacks. (Bradford Telegraph & 
Argus 30.10.84.) 


POLICE 





The Police and Criminal Evidence Bill (which 
received Royal Assent at the end of October) has 
made racially discriminatory behaviour by police 
a disciplinary offence. The House of Lords voted 
71-65 in favour of Lord Scarman’s amendment 
to the Bill, and despite a backbench revolt by 29 
Tory MPs, the new clause remained in the Bill 
during its final stage in the House of Commons. 
_ Daily Telegraph 20.10.84; Guardian 30.10.84.) 


‘Give plastic bullets to all police’ 


All police forces in England and Wales should be 
issued with and trained to use plastic bullets, said 
the Police Federation, in reaction to the 
European Commission of Human Rights’ ruling 
that the use of plastic bullets is not an 
infringement of human rights. A spokesperson 
for the Federation said it was unhappy that 13 
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mainland forces stocked plastic bullets and 31 
did not. It also called for instruction in general 
riot tactics. (Guardian 24.10.84.) 


‘Riots nipped in bud’ 


Metropolitan Police Commissioner Sir Kenneth 
Newman said that many disturbances in London 
during the summer were quickly dealt with 
before they took on the proportions of the 
Brixton ‘riots’ of 1981. Sir Kenneth remarked: 


“London is nowadays a very volatile city, but. 


within the constraints of their resources and the 
law the police are maintaining order against 
considerable odds’’. (Guardian 17.10.84.) 


Police studies in school 


The headteacher of a London school has called 
for police studies to be included in the 
curriculum of all schools. Mr Michael Marland 
was addressing a meeting sponsored by the 
Howard League for Penal Reform, which drew 
together police officials, education chiefs and 
teachers. He told the audience that schools faced 
a difficult dilemma over when to call the police; 
and they were torn between their responsibility to 
protect their pupils and their duty to respect the 
law. The director of the Howard League said 
police officers should visit schools informally so 
that they and the children could know each 
other. (Times Educational Supplement 
19.10.84.) 


HOUSING 





Racist attacks on black council tenants are on the 
increase in London and in many other parts of 
the country. Below is a report on the worst hit 
areas — and some of the initiatives being taken 
to combat the attacks. 


Scotland 


Asian, Vietnamese and Chinese families living on 
the Wester Hailes estate in Edinburgh are 
regularly subject to racial abuse, physical attacks 
and intimidation. The annual report of the 
Lothian Community Council says there are 
similar problems all over Scotland. (Glasgow 
Herald 17.10.84.) 


Brent 


Asian families on two housing estates in Brent, 
north-west London, are demanding protection 
from racist attacks and harassment. A public 
meeting called on the council to evict known 
racists and on the police to prosecute more of the 
culprits. The meeting heard details of over 20 
attacks — some of them carried out by children 
as young as eight-years-old. Five labour 
councillors who attended the meeting said they 
would try to ensure that racial attacks were dealt 
with as a priority by the housing department. 
(Willesden and Brent Chronicle 20.7.84.) 


Camden 


A Tory councillor has warned that council 
estates in Camden, north London, are turning 
into ghettoes for victims of racial harassment. 
Cllr Stephen Moon said little had been done to 
combat racism on the estates apart from well- 
publicised concern — instead of transferring the 
yictims, the council should transfer the 
perpetrators. (Hampstead and Highgate Express 
26.10.84.) 


East London 


Gangs of white residents on at least six housing 
estates in the East End are using confidential 
housing information to terrorise new Asian 
tenants. Hostile reception committees have been 
set up — on one occasion, an Asian family who 


arrived to see a flat found it covered in racist 
graffiti and a pair of pig’s feet with the initials 
NF cut into them hanging from the doorway. On 
other occasions, groups of white tenants pelted 
Asians with eggs. (Morning Star 17.10.84.) 
Shelter and SHAC — two housing charities — 
say that moving the victims of racial harassment 
is giving in to racists. The solution lies in 
confronting racists and involving other tenants. 
This method has apparently proved successful on 
one estate and a survey conducted by East 
London Workers Against Racism has found 
white tenants who are prepared to defend their 
Asian neighbours. (Evening Standard 10.10.84.) 


EDUCATION 





Controversy continues over headteacher 


A Labour proposal to sack Ray Honeyford, 
headteacher at Drummond Middle School in 
Bradford (see Searchlight 112), has failed. But 
Mr Honeyford was told by the council’s schools 
sub-committee to produce what is in effect, an 
end-of-term report on his progress in improving 
his school’s relations with parents. (Guardian 
25.10.84.) Meanwhile, his union, the National 
Association of Head Teachers, has given him its 
backing and said there had been an orchestrated 
campaign ageinst Mr Honeyford which the 
education authority should have counteracted as 
a reasonable employer. (Guardian 22.10.84.) 


Racial bias at YTS 


The Commission for Racial Equality said urgent 
action is needed to combat racial bias on the 
Youth Training Scheme. A study by the CRE of 
15 schemes found that young black people are 
less likely to obtain permanent jobs than whites; 
young black people were less likely to be selected 
for places on YTS and that little effort is being 
made by employers to achieve equality of 
opportunity. (Yorkshire Post 23.10.84.) 


COURTS 





Multi-racial jury 


A High Court judge has ruled that the jury in the 
trial of four Asians, charged with wounding a 
police officer after a clash outside an NF meeting 
in Gravesend, should be drawn exclusively from 
an area with a high Asian population. It is 
believed to be the first time a judge has taken 
steps to ensure a multi-racial jury in a case 
involving a racial issue. (Times 5.11.84.) 


ee eae 
Conference 


On 14 October over 300 people attended a 
GLC-funded conference in Camden on 
Anti-Arab Racism. The conference was 
held despite protests from the 
Conservative opposition of the GLC 
which got wide coverage in the national 
and local press. Critics of the 
conference, including some Jewish 
organisations, had accused Ken 
Livingstone of ‘dooming anti-racist 
year’ by sponsoring an attack on Israel's 
policies (Camden Chronicle, 12.10.84.) But 
conference chairman Harry Cohen MP 
made clear that the purpose of the 
meeting was in no way anti-semitic. 
Conference speeches and workshops 
focused on the media stereotype of 
Arabs as ‘long-nosed, beady-eyed and 
greedy’ and sought to rid Arab peoples in 
Britain of the stigma of being thought 
unpredictable, violent, and prone to 
terrorism. 
ie eae 





